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16 February 2016

NEWS RELEASE

Swiss Embassy to Inaugurate Project to Supply Potable
Water to 100,000 People in Egypt’s Aswan City

ASWAN, Egypt — The Ambassador of Switzerland to Egypt Markus Leitner, the Governor of Aswan
Magdy Hegazy, and the Chairman of the Aswan Water and Sanitation Company (AWSC) will
inaugurate on 20" of February a project in Aswan city that will improve potable water supply to
100,000 people in the informal settlement of Al-Nassereya.

The project, which began in December 2012, is funded by the Swiss government with a grant of 5
million CHF (approximately 40 million EGP) and by the Egyptian government of 5 million EGP. A
pumping station, a ground reservoir and three kilometers of transmission pipelines and 9.5 kilometers
of rehabilitated networks are now successfully set up in Al-Nassereya, which has long suffered from
irregular and interrupted potable water supply.

Taking a holistic approach to water use, the project includes capacity building, water management and
governance measures undertaken with AWSC as well as awareness-raising activities within the
elementary schools and community of Al-Nassereya. The project has also generated temporary jobs.
Half of the laborers hired through local contractors to carry out excavation works in Al-Nassereya are
from the local community.

“Switzerland is delighted to see this important initiative come to fruition. The new water system will
not only improve the lives of many vulnerable Egyptian families in Aswan, but will also raise
awareness on accountable water use. Switzerland has been highly committed to creating and
implementing important projects in Aswan to support its people,” said Markus Leitner, the
Ambassador of Switzerland in Egypt.

The Aswan water project comes within the framework of Switzerland’s wider partnership with Egypt.
Switzerland provides funding of around 20 million Swiss francs annually in development projects

across Egypt in three domains: economic development and employment, democratic transition and
human rights, as well as migration and protection.

For more information please contact:

Iman Radwan, Senior Programme Officer, Embassy of Switzerland Office for International
Cooperation, Mob. 01222844400

Shaimaa Fayed, Communications Officer, Embassy of Switzerland in Egypt, Mob. 01009119619
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