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BRIEFLY ON THE GUIDE

The purpose of this Guide is to better acquaint the general
public with the Samtskhe-Javakheti Region, part of the old-
est Georgian province of “Great Meskheti”. The Guide will
help those who love independent travel get a clear idea of the
points of interest in the region: historical, cultural and natural
monuments, roads, guesthouses/hotels, and where to eat. The
maps at the end will help readers find the facilities and points
of interest.

The Association Elkana, with financial support from the
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), pro-
motes rural tourism development in the Samskhe-Javakheti
region. Within the scope of the project, itineraries and tours
have been developed for walking/hiking, cycling, and 4x4 ve-
hicles. Family hotels and guesthouses have been selected and
local tour guides trained. We hope this Guide will be useful to
visitors to the region.
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HOW TO USE THE GUIDE

While travelling around the wonderful province of
Samtskhe-Javakheti you can navigate independently by using
this Guide. The first part gives a general description of the
region, with information on the history of Great Meskheti,
its natural resources as well as its cultural and ethnographic
heritage. The second part describes each municipality of the
region and gives information on guesthouses/hotels and where
to eat, how to plan your trip, how to get to the main towns and
essential tourist sites. The itineraries and the map provided in
the Guide give you the opportunity to plan unforgettable trip.
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BACKGROUND OF THE

SAMTSKHE-JAVAKHETI REGION

The Samtskhe-Javakheti region is located
in Southern Georgia and includes territo-
ries of three historical provinces: Samtskhe,
Javakheti, and Tori. It covers 6,421 km?, or
9.2% of the territory of Georgia. Its admin-
istrative centre is the town of Akhaltsikhe.
Armenia and Turkey border the region to
the south; the Georgian regions of Guria,
Imereti and Shida Kartli to the north; Kvemo
Kartli to the east; and Ajara to the west. The
longest river in the South Caucasus, the Mt-
kvari (Kura River in Russian and other lan-
guages) runs through the region. It begins in
Turkey and flows through Georgia to Azer-
baijan, into the Caspian Sea.

The Samtskhe-Javakheti region consists of
six administrative units: Akhaltsikhe, Adi-
geni, Aspindza, Akhalkalaki, Borjomi and
Ninotsminda. There are 270 inhabited locali-
ties in the region, out of which five are clas-
sified as towns: Akhalkalaki, Akhaltsikhe,
Borjomi, Vale and Ninotsminda; seven are
small towns: Bakuriani, Bakurianis Andeziti,
Tsagveri, Akhaldaba, Adigeni, Abastumani,
Aspindza; and 258 are villages.

The region is governed by a State Trustee,
or Governor, appointed by the President of
Georgia. Local self-governance at the mu-
nicipality level is exercised by a Gamgebeli
or Mayor, elected by a local representative
body, the Sakrebulo.

383360b bgmds. dsex%3603 x9356900b dorgdn
Mtkvari Gorge and the Javakheti Mountains
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Distinguished by diverse ecosystems, natural landscapes, historical and cultural monuments,
Samtskhe-Javakheti is an intriguing region. Samtskhe covers the territories of Akhaltsikhe, Adi-
geni and partly that of Aspindza and Borjomi municipalities. Javakheti stretches along a volcanic
plateau and includes the territories of Akhalkalaki and Ninotsminda, as well as part of the mu-
nicipalities of Aspindza and Borjomi. Its altitude varies from 1500 to 3300 meters. The region is
ethnically diverse, home to ethnic Georgians as well as Greeks, Armenians, Ossetians, Ukrainians,
Russians, and other minorities. The region’s present population is approximately 210,000.
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mo bgmds, d0bsMg, oo ©s d306g dmdals as wetland marshes. During the summer
&3930 @5 Fomdgda asbbobrmgMaggb Ggaom- most of the region is cool (<+15 +20°C), pre-
6ol mbogormGmdal s GuMabEmmo sd@on- cipitation is low (600-700 mm annually) and
339800 3gbodmgdmmdgal. cloudy days are few. Mountainous condi-

Gobgmmo  Lbybembob  3gPomEdn  Mg- tions in other seasons include passing rains,
30mbalb 8g@gb 6Bnrmdn Doggbmmn gfMacmns with cold and snowy winters. In fact, the
(<+15 +20°C), 330975 5@AmbggFmmo bammgdo Javakheti Plateau is known for its compara-
(Broomo — 600-700 33.) o aErydermnsbm- tively inclement winters, remaining snowy

J

339emnb Jacon
Abuli Range
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b — g 300l 3mndaBns, o6 o(30l bobamdmo-
30 B308930. BaBmatin (3030 @ oxmzgmnsbos.

JgaMgdoo 83o3M0s  Jmnds@n  xogoby-
o0l Bgaobdg. bgasbo oxmgmal Lada@gg-
oo EogaMmns 3 — 4 ogalb 3obdogmmmds-
3do (digaﬁgﬁm - 806@0), omgmab bagab
bodsgaemg 15-20 b8-b, bmem Bsworadmnsb
65B0emdn 40-50 L3-b obygL.

30M3GOIONBIAM3IEI3D

Lad(sbg-gogobgomo  gFm-ghmo  dMsgom-
B9MM360 FHganmbos s go8momRggs dama-
0 9600980b8001. of dgdatgmdl 3nggmo
96mgbymoa o630 3og3oboado — dmgma-
botogommo,  Gmdgmoiz  Bommdolb  do-
bggom  gfo-goo  oogbos  gzMmas-
do. Mga0mbdn oMo GgMoGmM0gdowsb
Lanb@gMgbms  dmFgmBal

BogMdomo, gogobgmal gMmgbymo 3o o,

Labgm8Bboggm

69d30b, J30o-@odobynmabs @s mgo@mdals

3033900,
RromEob ©s gonbol IGsgemo gbogdyco

980mbdn  Bomdmeagbagmos
babgmds, 8o dmFab oMol JoMommo ©o
3933°bogMo gbrgdnma babgmdgdo. o ol
&Ygado 3g36ash mogedomggmon ©s bg-
bemgdgemo baboo o6al gbsmRabgdamemo.
58 308sMomgdao LsabGgmgbms mgommdals
5339000, Hgaombo (36mdaemas 03305000
L3 gYMbarm (396069980l booMbabgmdom.
LaB3bg-Koz35bg00L GgFnBmMsdg Bot-
OBmommgsb Gyob 3sboggdl gbssgmpds
Bobgmgobo @Yy, PBcm Dgdmor agbgogds
>galb Byggdo. de.co. 1850 @@L bgdmon
>3Mo ©s Lgdond Mo dogrmgdos.

osz09b0b 330053930
Triticum durum/Hard, or Durum Wheat
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30.38330b bgmds. sb3nbds
Mtkvari River Valley, Aspindza

for up to four months (December through
March) with snows often 15-20 cm deep, and
40-50 cm in the Alpine areas.

BIODIVERSITY

Samtskhe-Javakheti is noted for a wide bio-
logical diversity and high endemism, with the
greatest proportion of any region of the south-
ern Caucasus devoted to reserves and parks.
These include the Borjomi-Kharagauli Na-
tional Park, Javakheti National Park, Borjomi
Preserved Area, Nedzvi, Ktsia-Tabatskuri
and Tetrobi Nature Reserve. Many species
of flora and fauna are endemic to Georgia or
the South Caucasus. Primeval mountain for-
ests have been preserved in many places, and
there is a diversity of rare medicinal plants.

Throughout the territory of Samtskhe-
Javakheti region broad-leaved forests are
found in lower lands, with coniferous forests
at higher altitudes, and birch forests even
higher, with Alpine and sub-Alpine mead-
ows at altitudes over 1850 meters.

Plant species in the Javakheti mountain
steppes include Colored Fescue (Festuca-varia
L. Poaceae) and Feather-grass (Stipa L.). At an
altitude of 1700-2200 meters Herb-bunchgrass




®o33bg00b  BgFo@mmnsdy  s@bgdmo
800l LEY3gdo BoMmBmeagbomos ggemal Bo-
356 (Festuca-varia L. Poaceae) o 35(30639-
&b (Stipa L.) bobgmdgdom. dmgol @mbowsb
1700-2200 3. LoBsmmgdy dmab BaomMdars-
bmgabo, 8aM(33emmzgebo Bgmmgdos asmaga-
gmo. a3bzogds LPdom3yGo Gyob Bog-
896@930  ofyobs  (Betula litwinowii Doluch.
Betulaceae) o 396bgals (Populus L. Salicaceae)
boboon (doﬁgobnb &dob amﬂmbog@gmom).
>3 dmbs8o 8Msgmorss ©g3e (Rhododen-
dron caucasicum Pall. Ericaceae), bogae meztim
Boems — bndbogarmma bmbol Labgmdgdo.
930mb30 8MagzomngMmgabos amdabs s
Byemal 3(39606gmrmds - abenals (Carex bre-
vicolis DC.) bobgmdgda, bdataw gb bobgmdg-
b0 bogdome dogram domobgmmmdsl §dbosb.

LY VMBIRM 3BIBIMIIBN

GFornonm  dgen306s80  as8mygbgdmem
3396atrgams  Labgmdgdab Gngsbgo Ladsbg-gxe-
39600l Bga0mbdn  @ssbramgdom 200-8cge.
5030emdM0g0 8mbabragmds Ladgwn(306m dnb-
6gdaboangal 8(396atgams Lbgamsbbgs bsbgmdg-
3L 0ygbgdl. 3aMs@gbae gb ofols dormsbmgs-
6o 3(3960Mgmmmds s, ndgnscsm, bggdo wo

&mBdgda, bmgmgdo s Bysmd(3gbamggda.
x935b900b b3sems
Gladiolus dzavakheticus
Javakhetian Gladiolus or Javakhetian
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Jgz9600960
Falco peregrinus/Peregrine Falcon

covers the meadows. Forests of subalpine Birch
(Betula litwinowii Doluch. Betulaceae) and As-
pen (Populus L. Salicaceae) grow to the east of
Lake Kartsakhi. The Alpine zone abounds with
Caucasian rhododendron (Rhododendron cau-
casicum Pall. Ericaceae) and subnival zone spe-
cies grow still higher.

The region is rich with marshland and
aquatic vegetation which includes grasses
such as sedge species (Carex brevicolis DC.)
that grow very high.

MEDICINAL PLANTS
Plant species used in traditional medicine in
the Samtskhe-Javakheti region total about 200.
The local population uses herbs and occasion-

ally forest plants, mushrooms and algae.
Boongcro eoma s
Sambucus tigrani/Red elder

. i ;

& &




333653015 013305010 R I6RIFIMN LOLIMB3ISN:

SCIENTIFIC NAME GEORGIAN NAME S0 b BN SR o)
NAME

Acantholimon glumaceum (Jaub.& . .
Spach) Boiss. (Plumbaginaceae) bistds (Zgarba) Prickly thrift
Aconitum nasutum Fisch. ex Rechb. R .
(Helleboraceae) Bomgotro (Tilchiri) Aconite
Alchemilla alexandri Juz. 316 g0
(Asteraceae) (parsmanduki) Yarrow
Alchemilla georgica Juz. Qo idsbow 30
(Asteraceae) (parsmanduki) Yarrow
Alchemilla insignis Juz. 316 g0
(Asteraceae) (parsmanduki) Yarrow
Allium cardiostemon Fisch. & 39060 Bomtro Wild Garlic

C.A.Mey. (Liliaceae)

(Veluri Niori)

Alchemilla subsplendens Bus.
(Rosaceae)

34330 (Marmuchi)

lady’s-mantle

Anagallis arvensis L.
(Primulaceae)

badmgbgems (Sapovnela)

Scarlet Pimpernel

Asplenium septentrionale (L.)

Hoffm. (Aspleniaceac) 3oslifacrs (Miastsara) Grass Fern
Astragalus cicer L. (=A. . . .
mucrgnatus DC.: Fa(baceae) sl Gagaemo (Astragali) Wild Lentil
Astragalus vavilovii Tamamsch. N b sl

& Fed. (=A. klopotovskyi Sosn.; 3 30(’.:1’”3.0 O 12.5 =0 Vavilov’s Milk Vetch
Fabaceae) (Vavilovis Astragali)

Centaurea glehnii Trautv. .

( Asteraceae% omogne (Gigilo) Knapweed
&?:;T::Q speciosum Steven w3968 (Utsuna) Naked Ladies
Colchicum szovitsii Fisch & C.A. Jmgoiob gambs o .
Mey. (Liliaceae) (Shovitsis Utsuna) Shovitsis Naked Ladies
Corydalis erdelii Zucc. 3 dolidors .
(Fumariaceae) (Buchkisdzira) Corydalis
gi?g:jezzfcwsus M. Bieb. Baggtrsbs (Zaprana) Crocus

Daphne glomerata Lam. .

("l'hl:;lmelgeaceae) Gods (Tsiba) Daphne

Digitalis ferruginea L. B gets (Putkara) Rusty Foxglove

(Scrophulariaceae)

15




Ephedra procera Fisch. & C.A.

Mey. (Ephedraceac) xméol ds (Joris dzua) Ephedra

Erigeron caucasicus Steven sbgbolgaes . .

(Asteraceae) (Tsxeniskuda) Oriental Daisy
. daﬁols ﬁo@)nlsm‘)aa

Gagea chanae Grossh. (Liliaceae) (Qanas chitistava) Yellow Star

Gladiolus dzavakheticus Eristavi %935bgmols bdsgns .

(Iridaceae) (Javakhetis Khmala) Gladiolus

Orchis coriophora L. %9©3560 .

(Orchidaceae) (Jadvari) Orchid

Papaver bracteatum Lindley (=P.

pseudo-orientale (Fedde) Medw.; gogoher (Kakacho) Oriental Poppy

Papaveraceae)

Sambucus tigranii Troitzk. Foogmo oy Red Elder

(Caprifoliaceae)

(Tsiteli Didgula)

Scorzonera dzhawakhetica Sosn.
ex Grossh. (Asteraceae)

x339bgmol gsdgsGrmms
(Javakhetis Pamparula)

Djavakhetian Viper’s Grass

Scorzonera ketzkhowelii Sosn. ex
Grossh. (Asteraceae)

306b03m0ls gedgstyems
(Ketskhovelis Pamparula)

Ketskholeli’s Viper’s Grass

Scorzonera kozlowskyi Sosn. ex
Grossh. (Asteraceae)

dm%@mal}dnl} ‘5\58‘{3\)63@0
(Kozlovskis Pamparula)

Kozlowski’s Viper’s Grass

Sedum caucasicum (Grossh.)
Boris. (Crassulaceae)

geoeolonds (Kldisduma)

Caucasian Stonecrop

?g?;g‘;l;\l/;\éz:;)caucaSiCum e ?%ﬁ;iﬁiﬁ; Caucasian Sempervivum
B hteraene) o (i Groundse
?z:teecrifczggﬂoccosus Schischk. osgagomagms (Tavkvitela)  Groundsel
?zztcell:ielit)zkhowelii Schischk. wods (Gicha) Sow thistle
Teucrium nuchense K. Koch Jothgemo (Charela) Germander

(Lamiaceae)

Tragopogon kemulariae Kuth.
(Asteraceae)

Jodnms®osl gedgstrs
(Kemularias Parpara)

Kemularia’s goatsbeard

Tragopogon ketzkhowelii Kuth.
(Asteraceae)

39Gbmg9mol Bt
(Ketskhovelis Parpara)

Ketskhoveli’s goatsbeard

Tragopogon makaschwilii Kuth.
(Asteraceae)

359453300l BaGIRsGS
(Makashvilis Parpara)

Makashvili’s goatsbeard

Verbascum georgicum Benth.
(Scrophulariaceae)

Jooogdes (Keripkla)

Georgian Mullein
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GbM3I0 LOBYIAM

Lad(3bg-Kogobgml GgMo@mMasdy dobs-
Om3L  dndndBmgMgdal,  gMabzgmagdal,
J39656853m980bs> s 33x3030930b GHsgamo
bobgmds. o agbgogds bmemdo (Erinaceus
concolor), obabgms (Talpa caucasica), 3o-
mgmo  (Lepus europeaus), (30430 (Sciurus
anomalus). §dg30bs ©> d0baMggdol Lobs-
30mmgddy dabommdgb boga (Lutra lutra),
8sBg0 (Meles meles), 339665 (Martes martes),
gemgss (Mustela nivalis).
LEJ398Ls s Fymmgddy bdnsw dgbgog-
door 3gmals (Vulpes vulpes), begob 3o @yob
39&db (Felis silvestris caucasicus), gm3bzg@b
(Lynx lynx), 3ggwbs (Canis lupus) ©s smgb
(Ursus arctos).

®039bgd0 sMLgdamo Gdgdo LasMbgdm

Kogobgool

35693ms 30008xMgbo BMbzgmydobamgal,
Bmdgmos @ gbmds TUCN-ob  “Boorgen
B9bbodns” 8g@sbomn. Babomo —bogstiogy-
b “Booge babbeda®, sbggg — sboabs
5 5gMngab doaMagdoe RMabzgrms dg-
bobgd Jgoabbdgdados (AEWA) 806036954~
mo. 53 §dgddy aowalb Bymoabs ©s Bymalb
3obemmdmom  J(3bmgMgd  gbggmms  bo-
BogMaom abs. gogabgonlb Dgasbo @nb-
39 a03M(39mgdal 360d36gemmzgaba G-
Fo@mengdal bybbados Jg@sboemo.
Bgmobamal  bbgowabbgs ©®mb of 150-
3y Lbgomabbgs Labgmdalb BMabzgma Jgo-
6036935; a3bggds dgdmdalb s@bogn (Aquila
heliaca), oo 8yogobs oMbBogo (Aquila clan-
ga), 36ogogedns mdo (Gipaetus barbatus),
3983°b0y0  Bmgm  (Lyrurus mlokosiewiczi),
&Yob docasdo (Scolopax rusticola), 3033950y~
G0 gogedo (Alectoris chukar), gbeaemo (Perdix
perdix), 36ygeo (Coturnix coturnix), Ggmbsobo
Gmtoms  (Eremophila alpestris), Lbgsgo (Ae-
gypius monachus) > @sbymbxo (Neophron
percnopterus). 36ogmsss Bogstrgbo  (Fal-
co peregrinus), 8080bm (Accipiter nisus), dgo
(Milvus migrans). 3g360s Bymol gnbggmo:
30Mbgo (Pelecanus crispus), as@gmmo  obgo
(Anas plathyrhynchos), ao@ggmo dogo (nser
ferus), exqba Bg@en (Grus grus), Rodabs, abgo-
aotngme (Melanitta fusca), cosgemsgo (Ciconia

17

FAUNA

Many species of mammals, birds, reptiles
and amphibians inhabit Samtskhe-Javakheti:
the Southern White-breasted Hedgehog
(Erinaceus concolor), the Caucasian Mole
(Talpa caucasica), the Mountain Hare (Lepus
europeaus), the Caucasian Squirrel (Sciurus
anomalus). River and lake banks are inhab-
ited by the Eurasian Otter (Lutra lutra), the
European Badger (Meles meles), the Europe-
an Marten (Martes martes), the Least Weasel
(Mustela nivalis). In Javakheti steppes and
meadows one can frequently encounter the
Red Fox (Vulpes vulpes); the Wildcat (Felis
silvestris), the Eurasian Lynx (Lynx lynx), the
Grey Wolf (Canis lupus), and the European
Brown Bear (Ursus arctos).

The Javakhetian wetlands system is habi-
tat to migratory birds, most of which are
included in the IUCN Red Book. Some are
listed on the Red List of Endangered species
of Georgia, as well as in the Agreement on the
Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory
Waterbirds (AEWA). The migratory route or
flyway of waterfowl passes over the Javakheti
Plateau, which is included in the AEWA list
of Important Bird Areas. Up to 150 species of
birds can be observed including the Eastern
Imperial Eagle (Aquila heliaca), the Greater
Spotted Eagle (Aquila clanga), the Bearded

Mg
Ciconia ciconia/White Stork




ciconia). gMobzgmms gobbsgnmgdom oo
Bon@bobgmdas  BamBmmagboemn by dmbyo
350553M960L EMML, 3gMdme gobogbamdy
(Hoﬁ@nb dmenm — 8aobol 3oMggmo Babgge-
60) > 398meamBsdy (oa3nb@mb e —
0d@m3dFab 3oMggma Gobgaoﬁn).

3966853930006  a3bggds  3oggebo-

39339b0m0 baemsdsboms
Mertensiella caucasica
Caucasian salamander. Goderdzi Pass

a0 goxo (Laudakia caucasica), aggmbm-
(Ophisaurus apodus), Bggnmgdcogo
(Natrix natrix) @> Byl 56356 (Natrix tes-
selata). 530d0gdnsb sbsbadbsgas 9bwg-
3960 3oggobonn Lamodsbo®s (Mertensiel-

396

la caucasica) > 3o33obono amddgdm (Bufo
verrucosissimus).  sbggg  asgM(39rgdmmos
8306 g5DogMa s doysyo (Rana macrocne-
mis). 3e0botiggdbs s G330 dg3tns og-
3oL BonMbobgmdes: gosmdsba (Salmo trutta),
b@odmo (Varicorhinus capoeta), b3g6s (Bar-
bus barbus), 8qebs (Barbus mursa). 8d930
©m30boMgdl  go@Rbobs (Carassius carassius),
Gmdgmo(z LadbMgor goggoboobsmgals zbm
Labgmdom oogmgds.

Lanb@GgMgbms 3@ 3ebyn
BomB8m3mdal Bdgdnm, Gdgddn sMbgdemo
30bdgmgdoms  ©> Jomdgdoom. Mganmbdo

6)380("760

8gdomgmdl  bagsMmggmmda
©oEo §dgdol dg@gbmds: Bomageba, @o-
bobyn, Lamadmb Gds, dsomogs, bobhs-
ma, gombabol Gdo.

980mb0b 3modagnio doMmdgdo gobs-

s@bgduemo
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Vulture (Gypaetus barbatus), the Caucasian
Black Grouse (Lyrurus mlokosiewiczi), the
Eurasian Woodcock (Scolopax rusticola),
the Chukar Partridge (Alectoris chukar), the
Gray Partridge (Perdix perdix), the Com-
mon Quail (Coturnix coturnix), the Horned
Lark (Eremophila alpestris), the Black Vulture
(Aegypius monachus), the Egyptian Vulture
(Neophron percnopterus), the Peregrine Fal-
con (Falco peregrinus), the Eurasian Sparrow-
hawk (Accipiter nisus) and the Black Kite
(Milvus migrans). Waterfowl are numerous
because they use the wetlands habitat along
their migration routes: the Whale-headed
Stork, the Dalmatian Pelican (Pelecanus cris-
pus), the Wild Duck (Anas plathyrhynchos),
the Wild Goose (Anser ferus), the Common
Crane (Grus grus), the White-wing Scoter
(Melanitta fusca) and the European White
Stork (Ciconia ciconia). A very wide diversity
of birds is observed during migration, partic-
ularly in spring (late March to the first half of
May) and in autumn (late August through the
first half of October).

Reptiles in this region include the Caucasian
Agama (Laudakia caucasica), the European
Glass Lizard (Ophysaurus apodus), the Grass-
snake (Natrix natrix) and the Dice Snake (Na-
trix tessellata). Noteworthy amphibians include
the endemic Caucasian Salamander (Mertensi-
ella caucasica) and the Caucasian Toad (Bufo

6530/ Lutra luta / Otter



358 396dg6n
Gypaetus barbatus / Bearded Vulture

30mmdgdl  3Msgemagmmgeb  g3mbabgdg-
dobs o abgmo gPEMOEdL sBLgdmdsl,
560b:
bogmnaba,

Bmamo(3 Lodom-bsmbomadymm
dﬂﬁ)mﬁ@)n 60@630’)@(\060‘3-
o FPOmOHGgdo - dmfgmdn ©d mogabo.
Lad(3by-gogobgmdn  BrgdeMmgmdl  sbggg
LaBom-gmodo@ o MmO sdsbornds-
6o, Gmdgmos (36mdoemos g0l SLEGM™-
30dognco mdbgMzeGmEnnm.
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verrucosissimus) as well as the Caucasian Wood
Frog (Rana macrocnemis).

Rivers and lakes abound in diverse fish
species: the Brown Trout (Salmo trutta), the
Khramuli (Varicorhinus capoeta), the Com-
mon Barbel (Barbus barbus) and the Murtsa
(Barbus mursa). Lakes are dominated by the
Silver Crucian Carp (Carassius carassius),
which is considered an introduced species to
the South Caucasus.

The region abounds with volcanic lakes
with lake islets, and swamps. Most of Geor-
gia’s largest lakes are found here and include
the Paravani, Tabatskuri, Saghamo, Madata-
pa, Khanchali and Kartsakhi.

The region’s environmental and climatic
conditions have encouraged tourism resorts
which offer mountain-skiing in Bakuriani,
and spas with natural springs in Borjomi and
Likani (where there are also famous bottled
water companies). A well-known astrophys-
ics observatory is located in the health resort
of the mountainous Abastumani area.

35363350b dors
Mt. Shavnabada
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LaB3bob Labgmbmegds Ladbmgo Jomory-
o @mdab, dgbbgdolb Lobgmowsb (Sgbbo-
boaobba-boagba) 3m3@0bafMgmadl. xogobgon
30Mggmoe gmsGENb 89gab, sMaadma I-ab
BombBg@odn (d3.6. 785 6.) dmnbbgbagds.

dg. 6. IV Loggmbomob Lodsbg-gagobgmn
sbmoe dgg8boma smBmbogmmma  Jofory-
o bobgem8bogmb = adgManls (do@m@nb)
Ladgmmb  3g8sagbemmdadn  dgmames. o3
Bbocigh sbggg »Dgdm Jooma” gBmogdm-
05, 30600006 Mggnmbo Jommal dosgsta
80nbomnl,  3@ggotnlb  bg8m sndL  8mo-
(393

ob. 6. V=X bomgnbggddo Lodsby-go-
39bgo0
bogomggrmBo sm8m (39693 Gom-3mot-
®goab (08a33 »JoPggmos boagcgmb“) R~

ab@mGogm  badbMgo-sbagmgm

oeae 3Mmzgab(300b Bodmawagbl.

9fm0sbo  dmogfio  JoForgmo  ggms-
o LabgmdBogmb  sGbgdmdol  bobsdo
(XI=XIII bb.) Lsd(3bg-gogobgomdo Jotrormmo
30O@Gab 3dmagen 3gGs BoBmysrnds.

d90800am8 babsdn Lad(zbg-gogabgomo bbgs-
obbgs ©33yHmdmgdalb dg8mbggal mdo-
2d&ow odis. gb dbamg o ©sDIMom©s
RO 8mbemmgdal, Jg8mgy 0Mebgmms ©o
bdsmons mo3sbb3gdab dgmgas.

XV-XVI b gbggd3n, Lagstronggmmb g-
@060 bodgnmb ©admob dgdwmga, Lad3by-
®8m30Rdgme  Joforgmo
badmogMmb,  Lad(zbg-bosmadsgmlb  dgdace-

Rogobgmn

30bm35d0s.

XVI boggmbgdo Ladzbg-Losmadagm mbds-
mgods ©s03yHm, Gab g8mgasz Lad(3by-
5 99860 Lanmxobobob

(,bogooggmmb  Mgaomba®)

Kogobgomo
30005090790
39596m056gL o 3ol mEbsg dmagz0o6gdom
sbam(z0bol boggadm gbmes.

33 EMmoEsb,  mbdsmgomal  0d3gManls
3m0@)030056
398mBnbatg, 0bygds  Lodzbg-xogabgmals

bm(zoey®-93mbmado Mo

3mbobrmgmdol odgmgdomn 3535385006g3s.

JoBnggmms oo bsbomn bgm-6gms ao-
853850056005, BBae8s gbmdgm Jooabos

383360l bgmds. g3smdns
Mtkvari Valley, Vardzia

HISTORY

The name Samtskhe is derived from the
name of a southern Georgian tribe, the
Meskhs (Meskhi with ‘sa, or ‘for’ in Geor-
gian, which gives Sameskhe or Samtskhe).
The area of Javakheti was mentioned first in
785 BC by King Argisht I of Urartu. Begin-
ning in IV ¢. BC, Samtskhe-Javakheti became
part of the newly established East Georgian
kingdom of Iberia (Kartli). The region is also
known as "Zemo (Upper) Kartli", as its terri-
tory included the upper basin of the Mtkvari
River, the principal river of Kartli.

In VIII-X centuries AD, Samtskhe-Javakhe-
ti became a northern province of Tao-Klarjeti
which originated in south-western Georgia.

In the era of the united strong Geor-
gian feudal state during IX—XIII centuries,
Samtskhe-Javakheti was established as a
strong centre of Georgian culture. In suc-
ceeding centuries it was conquered and
heavy destruction was inflicted during Mon-
gol, then Persian and Ottoman invasions.

In XV-XVI centuries, following the break-
up of the united Georgian kingdom, Samtskhe-
Javakheti became an independent Georgian
principality, called Samtskhe-Javakheti Saa-
tabago, until it was subjugated to Ottoman
Turkey in XVI c. The Ottomans incorpo-
rated Samtskhe-Javakheti as the "Gurjistan




> 08ggonlb boBgymgdl Bgogsms msgo.
8306y bobomo 30 JFHab@oobmdal Fgboti-
Bmbgdol 30Bboc FotrmnmBsngdmmdawsb
39003 50dbafMgdemmdady goawab.
XX Loggpbol 1828-1829 Brmgdalb oo
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Vilyaet" (Georgian Province), later known as
Akhaltsikhe Sapasho (Eyalet or Pashaluk in
Turkish). Based on the socio-political policy of
the Ottoman Empire, forcible Islamization of
the Samtskhe-Javakhetian population began. A
large number of the Georgians in this region
gradually converted to Islam while others re-
fused to change their religion and fled to the
neighbouring kingdoms of Kartli and Imereti.
A smaller number became Roman Catholic,
which permitted them to avoid Islamization.
As a result of several wars during XIX c.
Samtskhe-Javakheti was incorporated into the
Russian Empire. The Georgian Militia played
a large role in the success of the Russian army
on the South-Caucasian fronts against the
Ottomans. As a result of the Russian-Turkish
War, part of the Islamicized Georgian popula-
tion moved to Turkey. The Russian authorities
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Jakeli family frescoes, Zarzma Monastery
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From ancient times Samtskhe-Javakheti was famous for its goldsmithery work. In the Middle
Ages, Beshken and Beka Opizari, famous Georgian goldsmiths and silversmiths, produced a num-
ber of uniquely ornamented icons that set a standard for the subsequent masters. In Samtskhe,
this tradition continued in the following centuries as well. In Akhaltsikhe Rabati (old town) cop-
persmiths and brass-smiths worked together with goldsmiths.
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replaced them with Armenians from Turkey,
as well as with a small number of the Russian
Christian passivist sect called Dukhobors (to-
day many live in Canada). Most of these peo-
ple left Georgia for Russia after the collapse of
the Soviet Union, however.

During the years of the first Democratic
Republic of Georgia (1918-1921), Samtskhe-
Javakheti was again under the jurisdiction of
Georgia, and then became one of the Geor-
gian Soviet Republics of the USSR in 1922.
In 1944 under Stalin, the Islamic population
remaining in this region, many of whom
were ethnic Georgians or Meskhs, was de-
ported to Central Asia and replaced by forc-
ibly removed mountain villagers from the
highlands of Imereti and Racha. In the 1980s
Georgians fleeing natural disasters from the
highlands of Ajara settled here as well.

CULTURAL HERITAGE

Samtskhe-Javakheti, as the oldest historical
region of Georgia, is also known as the cradle
of Georgian culture. The region is famous for
its beautiful churches and monasteries, for-
tresses and palaces, schools of goldsmithing
and mural painting. According to ancient ac-
counts, the great 12th century Georgian poet,
Shota Rustaveli, was born in this region.

Unique masterpieces of Georgian culture
were created here: manuscripts, miniatures,
specimens of cloisonné enamel works and
chased icons (‘chased” means the engraving
or embossing of metal).

&nbmmemn dnbsbystn. bsbsmgdab yos
Cloisonné enamel Bible cover
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A part of the excavated archaeological material is deposited in the Akhaltsikhe and Akhalkalaki
Museums, while most is deposited in the Georgian State Museum in Tbilisi. The local museums
also exhibit materials illustrating the way of life and ethnography of the region
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ARCHAEOLOGY

Samtskhe-Javakheti is particularly in-
teresting for its archeology. Monuments
belonging to every period of human his-
tory are found on the Javakheti Plateau at
2400 m above the sea level and are approxi-
mately 5000 years old. This region seems to
have been particularly advanced during the
Bronze Age (from the middle of IV millen-
nium until the middle of I Millennium BC)
and developed through the medieval period
(IX to XV cc).

P B33g000. s6ignBMagab gzs
Architrave stone, Karzameti

ARCHITECTURAL MONUMENTS

The Samtskhe-Javakheti region is distin-
guished by numerous architectural monu-
ments and is abundant in pre-Christian and
Christian architectural monuments, churches
and fortifications. Some of the most impres-
sive are the megalithic structures and men-
hirs of Saro, Abuli, Shaori, Chikiani and many
others that date back to II millennium BC.

Historical monuments of the Christian
period are diverse, such as the Sapara Mon-
astery Complex, Agara, and Poka. Churches
include Zarzma, Gaveti, Kumurdo and oth-
ers; fortifications include Atskuri, Okrost-
sikhe, Tmogvi, Khertvisi; and nearby are the
famous rock-cut complexes of Vardzia and
Vanis Kvabebi.
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UNDERGROUND SHELTERS -

DARNEBI

To hide and defend themselves from en-
emies, local populations built darnebi — under-
ground dwellings and shelters interconnected
by a complex system of tunnels. These can be
visited in the Baiebi fortress complex, near the
village of Tskordza, in the villages of Khiza-
bavra, Saro and Toki, in the ancient settlement
Vardistsikhe, as well as in the outskirts of the
Abuli and Shaori Fortresses. The darnebi are
particularly well preserved in the village of
Lebisi, in the Vaio Valleys not far from Vardzia.

FOLK ARCHITECTURE

Numerous architectural monuments and
household artefacts from the past have been
preserved in Meskhetian villages and sites of an-
cient settlements. Some of these are listed below.

DARBAZI HOUSE

Most dwellings in Samtskhe-Javakheti were
darbazi-type, or earthen, houses. The darbazi
house had three earth-buried walls; under a
single roof there was a darbazi (central room), a

56335 egemn bobemn. bmgg.bscm
Darbazi house, Saro Village
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Statues of rams and horses are found in old Georgian cemeteries in Samtskhe-Javakheti. These
zoomorphic figurines cut in stone served as tomb stones reflecting characteristics of the ancient

Georgian way of life.
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Zoomorphic figurines of ram on a tombstone

cowshed, a hay-loft, a barn and a marani (wine
cellar). Its central feature was a pyramidal cu-
pola-shaped, stepped vault (gvirgvini) made of
hewn logs and beams on pillars, with a central
opening at the top (erdo). This served as both a
window and smoke flue. The house also includ-
ed an oven, or purne, and a granary pit covered
with a stone. These held up to two tons of grain.
There was a stone winepress nearby and a sink
chiselled in rock, where cheese was stored.

Such houses are still found in villages like Ap-
nia, Arali, Baraleti, Chobareti, Dzveli, Gogash-
eni, Khizabavra, Nijgori, Saro, Toki, Ude and
Vale. Of special interest is the "Gogoladze" and
"Berdzenidze" Javakhetian darbazi in Baraleti.
A Meskhetian darbazi house can also be seen
in the Tbilisi Open-air Ethnographic Museum.

FOLK MEDICINE

Folk medicine has had a long tradition
in Samtskhe-Javakheti. Locals used both
natural and magic-religious cures. This is
where the traditional methods to cure small-
pox through inoculation were first used by
the Kharischirashvili family. They inherited
their family name because the disease, "Kha-
ris Chiri" (oxen plague) in Georgian is one of
the synonyms for smallpox.
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Many folk, religious and secular festivals
and holidays are celebrated in this region,
associated with the names of outstanding
people and local traditions:

dagmzs sbsemzabgemnb blbybgdab ey, J. sbsemznby
Shalva Akhaltsikheli commemoration day, Akhalt-
sikhe town

SHOTAOBA

- A folk festival also known as the Festival
of Poetry is held annually in October, in the
village of Rustavi (Aspindza municipality)
to celebrate the great Georgian poet Shota
Rustaveli who, presumably, was born in this
village.

VARDZIOBA

- Celebrated on 28 August, the Virgin
Mary’s Assumption. It brings people of
South Georgia together from different villag-
es and towns. Each village or related villagers
celebrate the festival by laying a festive table
(supra). Celebration of the festival begins on
the night of 27 August.

SAPAROBA

- Celebrated in the Sapara Monastery on
28 August, also celebrates the Virgin Mary’s
Assumption. Saparoba is also celebrated on
18 December on the Feast Day of St. Saba.

BERIKAOBA

- Celebrated during a "Cheese Week" in
the town of Vale, this ancient pagan folk fes-
tival celebrates fertility and rebirth. Wearing
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various masks and clothes people are imitat-
ing animals and different images.

BEROBANA

- Has been celebrated in the old Meskhetian
villages of Arali and Ude since XVII c. The fes-
tival starts a week before Eastern Lent and con-
tinues for a week. Wrestling, arm-wrestling,
dance and song competitions are held in the
villages. A special ritual event Berobana takes
place on Sunday, involving 90-100 people.

ANTIMOZOBA

- Held on 26 June every year in the village
of Ude to commemorate the outstanding
ecclesiastic and secular figure Antimoz Iveri-
eli'. The festival was founded in 2005 at the
initiative of the Romanian Embassy as mate-
rials obtained in Romania showed that An-
timoz Iverieli had been born in Ude village.

SHUAMTOBA

- An ancient Georgian festival held ev-
ery year on the last weekend of July. Persati
Mountain is where locals gather in the sum-
mer pastures and hold horse races and other
sport competitions, dances and entertain-
ment. A similar celebration takes place every
year on the first Saturday of August in the
mountains where Ude and Arali villages are
located, in summer alpine grasslands near the
Goderdzi Pass. People from Adigeni, Khulo,
and Shuakhevi municipalities participate.

ZARZMOBA

- A traditional religious festival held every
year on 11 November in the village of Zar-
zma on the Memorial Day for the ecclesiastic
figure Serapion Zarzmeli. After a religious
service in the Zarzma monastery amateur
performances are held on a stage near the
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1 Antimoz Iverieli - 1650-1716. Bibliophile, publisher, enlightener, political and religious figure. In 1708
appointed as a Metrolpolitan in Walachia, Romania. Georgian by origin, made a great contribution in

establishing of printing-house in Georgia.



omdo mmbobdagdgdo.

sbammang@o bobob mgbabbaymmo 8o
@985 bmgymgdal MEobs ©s sGsmal Jngddo,
amEyMdob mmgm@gbormst 3ndmgdetig bo-
Bogbgmm nomomgddy 8gman dmbsbemgmdals
809t ymggemo Bemab 0330b@mb mgal 3afggem
3odomnb. 50badbyee mmbabdogdgddo dmbsbo-
Bl o@0ggbobl, bpmmb s dmsbgzal 8-
Bo(30350@9@980b Bmbabengmds.

DIABIMBY
Labambm-Mgmogogma  EmgbabBaygmos
©o gmggmo Bemob 11 bmgddgml, Laggmg-
bom 8mgaBab bgHedomb BobIgmal blg-
6980b ©@aL 08sBimgds Lmeg. DomdIsdo.
Do bl 8mbabiggmdn Bomzol dg8wga dm-
bobeagmds 8mbab@@al bosbeamggl dmBym-
doen  b3gbody  BomImaagbl  dbo@zHmem
03000898md89g3sb. sbgzg gbymds asdm-
396980, BsG3mEagborns bmgmal 8gne-
6gmdol 3MmEmd@gdo s dgbbyma bamby-
0 96300 6084dgdo.

33D dBIBNLINL bLIBIBNL QI

Jotoggmo bgsmmdmagmol — dogngs
sbaenzabgmol Lagomoggmmb Lado@mMost-
Jmb 30ge B80brsbaw smastgdal oy smo-
6086985 4. sbamzabgda ymggemo Bemal 30

0360bL.  @gbsbBammo  08sMmgds  sbam-
30bob dggemo (30b0b GgFa@mENsdy Medsom-
3o (ob@mﬁ)o‘g@o 18560 g. obo@eoba"ﬂo).

monastery, along with exhibitions and fairs
that sell local farm products and handicrafts.

SHALVA AKHALTSIKHELI

COMMEMORATION DAY

- The day of the blessing by the Georgian
Patriarchate of the Georgian military leader,
Shalva Akhaltsikhel, is celebrated each year
on 30 June in the town of Akhaltsikhe in the
Akhaltsikhe Rabati (historical old town).

ELIOBA

- A festival celebrated every year on Au-
gust 2, in the village of Andriatsminda on Mt
Elia as a token of gratitude for the harvest.

JIVANOBA

- A festival established in XX century by
the local Armenian population and held on
the first Saturday or Sunday of July on Lake
Kartsakhi in the Akhalkalaki municipality.
This is when artists, writers, poets and folk-
lore specialists gather to celebrate and recog-
nize their work.

NINOOBA, or ST. NINO’S DAY

A holiday dedicated to Saint Nino’s arrival
from Cappadocia to Georgia, celebrated on 1
June in Poka Village by church officials and
parish members. Orthodox Christian bap-
tism ceremony takes place in Paravani Lake.
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TRADITIONS AND LEGENDS

Traditions are still alive in the region’s villag-
es in the form of old tales and legends of water
deities and "wood men". In the Vardzia Cave
Monastery, there is a spring known as Tamar’s
Water where a stream trickles from the rock
into a basin. This spring is considered holy, and
according to legend, wishes conceived when
drinking this water will be granted.

sEaaemdingn pegbsbbagenn. 4. sbaniby
Local festival stand in the town of Akhaltsikhe

THE LEGEND OF PARAVANI LAKE

The plot of the Georgian poem "The Lad
from Tavparavani" tells of a youth who wad-
ed across a wide lake every night to meet his
beloved, and is similar to other legends of
deities who perished for the love of a god-
dess. The maid lights a candle that serves as a
beacon for the lad, but an evil crone plots the
young man’s destruction and extinguishes
the candle. The youth is led astray, and the
waters drown him.

ETHNOLOGICAL HERITAGE

AND FARMING

Great Meskheti was an economically devel-
oped region. It was also known as the granary
of Georgia since it was the countrys main
supplier of wheat, flax, and legumes, while
the locally produced apple and wine were
exported abroad. Today, the region’s princi-
pal agricultural branches are grain, potato
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and fruit growing, cattle breeding, beekeep-
ing; vineyards and winemaking - on a limited
scale. Cereals cultivated here include wheat,
barley, oats, maize and flax. The influence of
Samtskhe-Javakheti’s multicultural history re-
mains evident in its foods.

Legumes currently cultivated include har-
icot bean, fava-bean, chickpea, grass pea and
lentil; also potatoes are a well-known crop in
the region. In addition to livestock breeding,
dairy products have been developed. Milk is
used for such cheeses as guda (sheep cheese),
chechili (a brined string cow cheese) and te-
nili which is a mixed sulguni (mozzarella-
type cheese) and cream.

Local wheat species — Akhaltsikhe Tsiteli
Doli and Javakhetian Dika - are critically
endangered, although there is an increased
interest in these species locally as they have
exceptional taste and resistance to severe cli-
matic conditions.

Samtskhe-Javakheti is known for dishes
using local cereal crops. A purne (bread
oven) holds a special place in Samtskhe-
Javakheti homes and is used to bake a va-
riety of breads including lavashi (a soft,
paper-thin flatbread), shoti (Meskhetian
holed bread), kakala (round bread made by
dividing the dough into round pieces and
cooking them on a thick stone), and somin
(somun in Turkish is bread baked on a mod-
erate fire and noted for keeping its freshness

Babocro y3gevo
Tenili cheese
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longer). Dough was also used in cooking
other local dishes such as tatarberagi which
is a flattened dough shaped like a butterfly
and boiled in salty water, eaten with the ad-
dition of matsoni (yogurt), garlic, and onion
roasted in melted butter; bishi and fatirbishi
(dough fried in oil or cooked in melted but-
ter); lukhumi (round pieces of soufflé-like
paste roasted in oil or melted butter); katmar,
a five-layer rolled butter pastry similar to
Georgian kada; sironi, which are Meskhetian
noodles eaten with matsoni. Another dough-
based food is home-made macaroni, called
erishta and makarlama.

A traditional Meskhetian dish is khinkali,

Meskhetian purne or bread oven
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A Meskhetian purne (bread oven) is constructed of brick or stone. The inside surface is flat and
the oven’s roof is vaulted. The front opening, through which the dough is placed in the oven, closes
with an iron plate. Wood is fed to the fire from the front. First, firewood is placed in the centre of
the oven and burnt to ashes which are raked out. The surface is cleaned with a wet rag on a stick
then the ball of dough is inserted with a long-handled wooden spatula.
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ravioli-like boiled dumplings found all over
Georgia, but here stuffed with apokhti (goose
meat cured and dried), seasoned with pep-
per and steamed.

Mulberry is distilled to make vodka and
also to make tklapi ("fruit leather"), pelamu-
shi (fruit juice pudding), chiri (dried fruit)
and bakmazi (boiled-down mulberry). Vodka
is also made from chanchuri plums while
tklapi, pelverda (jam), chiri, can also be made
from these plums and used to create walnut
churchkhelas, a nutritious dried juice product
containing walnuts, somewhat resembling
candles hung to dry. All these products can
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be bought on the road leading to Vardzia, in
Nijgori and Khertvisi villages.

Apiculture is common and local honey
from the flowers of alpine meadows is well-
known for its quality and taste.

Ancient local apple varieties (Malus dome-
stica) distinguished by their special taste and
aroma include turashauli, abilauri, shakarn-
abada, mepis vashli, mzis skhivi, msukana,
rakraka, rdzevashli, and others still grown in
Meskheti.

Archaeological finds in the region include
grape seeds. This testifies to well-developed
winemaking practices in Georgia as long as
7,000 years ago. "...Meskhetians are skilful farm-
ers and the locality abounds in vineyards", states
the Byzantine historian Procopius of Caesarea
(VI ¢). Tending vineyards and winemaking held
a special place in Great Meskheti where we still
find marani, or wine cellars in caves, stone wine-
presses, and local grape varieties. Ancient stone
terraces were used in Javakheti to combat soil
erosion, and these permitted the inhabitants to
cultivate vineyards and orchards.

ELKANA’S DEMONSTRATION

PLOT IN TSNISI VILLAGE

Samtskhe-Javakheti is a region unique
for its diversity of cultivated plants. For this
reason, Elkana chose to make demonstration
plots here to collect and save the region’s cul-
tural plants and old species.

Elkana’s demonstration plot is located near
the Akhaltsikhe-Tbilisi Highway in the village
of Tsnisi, six km from Akhaltsikhe. The plot
specializes in indigenous varieties of cereals
and legumes, fruit and vine. Visitors can see
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grain crops sown in the region by local farmers
since ancient times and taste the aromatic breads
baked with flour from Akhaltsikhuri (Meskhe-
tian) Tsiteli Doli (Triticum aestivum var. ferugine-
um), Javakheti Dika (Triticum carthlicum var.
rubiginosum), naked barley Kershveli (Hordeum
vulgare var. nudum) and Georgian durum wheat,
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Elkana’s demonstration plot, Tsnisi village

Shavpkha (Triticum durum var. apulicum).

Legumes formerly cultivated in Georgia
have been replaced by haricot beans, yet in
this region ancient varieties of legumes have
been preserved and can be found on the plot
of Tsnisi and are now available in Georgian
supermarkets. These include chickpea (Cicer
arietinum), fava beans (Vicia faba), grass peas
(Lathyrus sativus), lentils (Lens culinaris) and
cowpeas (Vigna unguiculata). Delicious dishes
include the fava bean bakla, chickpea sisiri (a
gruel), grass pea meal and others.

Flax was traditionally grown in the region
for producing linen and for oil, sometimes used
during religious services. Ancient oil millstones
or gelazi are still found in some villages and sites
of ancient settlements in Samtskhe-Javakheti.
Flax growing has almost disappeared yet a few
families still grow it for oil. The oil-bearing flax
plant (Linum usitatissimum) is rare today but
visitors can find this crop growing and taste the
nutritious oil from locally grown flax in the El-
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kana plot.

Samtskhe-Javakheti is rich in local variet-
ies of fruit, including grapes.

For additional information contact Elka-
na’s regional office in Samtskhe-Javakheti at:
9 Shalva Akhaltsikheli St., Akhaltsikhe.

Tel: +995 790 50 67 76, +995 365 22 02 46;
farezi@elkana.org.ge; www.elkana.org.ge.

GETTING TO THE REGION

There are three main roads to the region
from Thbilisi:

e Thilisi - Manglisi — Tsalka - Ninots-

minda - Akhalkalaki: 187 km.

o Thilisi - Khashuri - Borjomi -
Akhaltsikhe — Akhalkalaki: 290 km.

e Tbilisi - Khashuri — Borjomi - Bakuri-
ani — Tabatskuri -Akhalkalaki: 250 km
(only by 4x4 vehicle).

Public transport connects (minibus, bus,
train, taxi) all large towns of Georgia with
the region.

Minibuses leave Tbilisi for Borjomi, Ba-
kuriani, Aspindza, Akhaltsikhe, Vale, Akhal-
kalaki, Ninotsminda, Adigeni, and Abas-
tumani every half hour.

Train leaves Tbilisi for Borjomi twice per
day.

AUTOSTATIONS

DEDAKALAKI:
2 Tsotne Dadiani St., Tbilisi
Tel: (+995 32) 2 18 05 67

DIDUBE BUS STATION:

4 Karaleti St., Tbilisi

Tel: (+995 32) 2 3449 24

First minibus departs at 08:00 AM
Fare - GEL 12-16

(depending on distance)

RAIL TRAVEL

Thilisi Central Railway Station/information
bureu

2 Railway Station St.

Route: Thilisi-Borjomi
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Departure: every day
Tel: (+995 32) 21995 95,2 199292
www.railway.ge

Ticket reservation (+995 32) 2 19 90 10

24 hour passanger informatin center and ho-
tline (+995 32) 13 31

2012 62200 0130220LO — 3MEXMIOL
30GYMIBTNL 3066N3N 03.02.12-R06

2012 Schedule of Tbilisi - Borjomi

Train from 03.02.12
Ne d0dsoryemgds 3dbgms Rsbgems 39603365
Direction Departure Arrival Note
»domobo - dmMxmdo . . 4mzg9rEEMon®o
618/617 Thilisi - Borjomi 6:40 242 Daily
618/617 dmBxgmdo - mdoemobo 16:40 21:45 4mz9mEEMonMo
Borjomi - Tbilisi ’ ' Daily
686/685 @dozobo - dmBxmo 16:40 21:25 gmgIREogo
Thilisi - Borjomi Daily
686/685 dmFgm3do - mdoemobo 7.00 12:05 4mz9mEMoMo
Borjomi - Tbilisi ' ' Daily
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GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION

The Akhaltsikhe Municipality borders
those of Kharagauli and Baghdati in the
north, Borjomi and Aspindza in the east,
and Adigeni in the west. The southern bor-
der of the region coincides with the Georgia-
Turkey border. The town of Akhaltsikhe is
the administrative centre of the Samtskhe-
Javakheti region, and is built along the banks
of the Potskhovi River.

Roads from Armenia and Turkey cross
the Akhaltsikhe Municipality, which con-
nects with the Autonomous Republic of
Ajara by the Goderdzi Pass. Distances:

e From Thbilisi to Akhaltsikhe via Bor-

jomi: 210 km

e From Batumi: 168 km (via Goderdzi

Pass)

e From the Armenian border (Ninots-

minda border crossing point): 89 km

e From the Turkish border (Vale border

crossing point): 18 km
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GETTING TO AKHALTSIKHE

MUNICIPALITY

By public conveyances (minibuses, buses,
railway, taxi) from any large town of Georgia.

RAIL TRAVEL
Autostations and Rail travel page 35-36.

NATURAL CONDITIONS

The Akhaltsikhe Municipality is located
in a geographic depression which causes a
lessening of air masses and low precipitation.
The climate is dry and there are few signifi-
cant temperature fluctuations observed dur-
ing the day. The mean annual temperature is
+9.2°C and 19-20°C in summer.

The area totals 1,010 km? of which 40%
is cropland. The main river flowing through
the municipality is the Mtkvari (Kura) with its
tributaries Potskhovi and Uraveli. The ethnic
composition of the municipality is Georgian -
60%, Armenian - 39%, other (Russian, Greek,
Ossetian) - 1%.

< b e W
0933 §35%g. 330930l (3069
Sword cut in stone, Baiebi Baiebi Fortress
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POINTS OF INTEREST

This municipality offers many interesting
monuments such as the Sapara monastery,
Enteli Stoneman (megalithic monument),
Agara Monastery, Baiebi Cave Fortress,
Atskuri Fortress, Akhaltsikhe Rabati (rabati
is of Arabic origin and means a fortified geo-
graphical point with civil population adjoin-
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ing the fortress territory.) Rabati now signifies
a historical center where the national muse-
um is located.

Other monuments include the Bieti Temple
ruins, the Ortsepi Fortress, the Tiseli Church
and Fortress, Kheoti Church, Tskordza
Church, and St. Theodore or Ghromi Church.

SAPARA MONASTERY

Sapara is located 10 km to the southeast
of Akhaltsikhe in a deep gorge surrounded
by coniferous and deciduous forests. There
is a turning in the town of Akhaltsikhe,
which leads to Ghreli village and continues
towards the Sapara Monastery. The principal
building of the complex - St. Saba’s church -
stands on the edge of a cliff facing the gorge.
The church is surrounded by other smaller
churches. The Uraveli River valley can be
seen from here, as can the confluence of the
Mtkvari and Potskhovi Rivers and the steep
rocks of the village of Tsnisi.

Sapara - the summer residence of
Samtskhe rulers, served earlier as a strong-
hold, which is evident even today: the old
fortress watchtower still stands behind the
monastery ensemble; one can see the ruins
of the wall that surrounded and defended
the residence and monastery. The Sapara
ensemble includes several buildings from
different epochs. The oldest is the Church of
the Assumption of Mary, built presumably
in X c. St. Saba’s Church dates back to XIII
¢ and was repaired and fully redecorated in
the first half of XIV ¢ according to the will
of the sons of Beka, a Samtskhe Atabagi,
or "ruler". Although the church murals are
damaged, portraits of the Jakeli family mem-
bers are discernable on the southern wall
of the church. These include Saba, or Sargis
Atabagi, the church building donor - Beka
Mandaturtukhutseli (Chancellor of the Inte-
rior) with a miniature church in his hands,
and his sons - Sargis IT and Kvarkvare.

During the Russian tsarist rule, the fres-
coes were repainted in oil so the original
mural paintings could not be restored. The
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style is characteristic of Russian painting
with stars painted on walls. According to one
account, in XIIT and XIV centuries, the mon-
astery incorporated 12 churches and chapels.
Today, the complex includes St. Saba’s church
(XIII ¢), the Church of the Assumption of the
Virgin Mary (IX-X c), St. George’s (XIV-XV
¢), a belfry and other small chapels.

In the first half of XIII century, the Jakeli
- Samtskhe rulers — declared Sapara as their
summer residence and as the family burial-
vault. This is when St. Sabas church was
erected. In 1988, when monastic life was re-
newed some murals were restored and today
it is a functioning monastery.

385630l bs8mbsbBmm 3m33mgfbo
Agara Monastery

AGARA MONASTERY

Second only to Sapara, the most impor-
tant monument in the Uraveli Gorge is the
Agara Monastery built in X—XI centuries.
This monastery is located near the ancient
settlement of Enteli, at the end of the Urav-
eli gorge. On the Akhaltsikhe-Aspindza
motorway, before reaching the first bridge
after Akhaltsikhe, there is a turning to the
right leading towards Uraveli village through
the Uraveli gorge. From Uraveli village the
road passes through the forest towards the
remains of Enteli village. After, it continues
to the north-east towards the Agara Monas-
tery. This monastery is deep in the forest and
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shrouded in mystery, so hidden that it can
hardly be found without a local guide.

The principal building of the Agara Mon-
astery is one of the largest one-nave churches
in Georgia, built of hewn stones and deco-
rated with Georgian ornamental patterns.
The frescoes have been preserved within the
church. There are several smaller churches as
well, a belfry and a refectory. Most of these
buildings have been well preserved.

ENTELI STONEMAN

(megalithic monument)

Many pre-Christian cult monuments have
been discovered and studied in Meskheti. It is
said that at the end of Uraveli Gorge, on the
top of a mountain behind the village of Urav-
eli, there once was a village called Enteli. This
site today only has the remains of a church
and nearby a well-preserved megalithic mon-
ument called the "Enteli Stoneman".

330g30b 3em@9dn 63339000 (3069
Rock-cut Baiebi Fortress
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Fortress and palace of the Akhaltsikhe rulers,
History Museum

BAIEBI ROCK-CUT FORTRESS

The Baiebi rock-cut fortress stands on a cliff
west of the village of Tskordza and dates back
to XII- XIII centuries. On the Akhaltsikhe-
Aspindza motorway, before reaching the first
bridge after Akhaltsikhe, there is a turning to
the right leading through the Uraveli gorge.
After reaching Tskordza village the road con-
tinues in a westward direction to the Baiebi
fortress. According to legend it was built by
the Baiashvili family, from which the name
"Baiebi" originates. The complex served as a
shelter (sakhizari) made up of a stronghold
protected with a wall that could be entered
only through a small stone gate. Two small
hall-churches, which look as if they protrude
from the rock, have been preserved inside the
stronghold. Near the church is a stone gate
leading to a darani.

ATSKURI FORTRESS

This stronghold is located on the right
bank of the Mtkvari River on the road leading
to Akhaltsikhe. On the Borjomi-Akhaltsikhe
motorway, near Atskuri village, there is a
turning to the left which leads to the south-
east. After crossing a railway track the road
continues along the bridge over the Mtkvari
River. The preserved ruins show that the
fortress occupied a wide area. The first men-
tion of this fortress is found in XI ¢ Georgian
chronicles. The mountain fortress faces the
nearby road and river. The Atskuri builders
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made good use of a high rock terrain to make
a strong fortification and although today it is
partly destroyed, it still attracts many visitors.
Not far from this fortress are the remains of
a cupola Church of Our Lady. Atskuri was
famous for its scribes and calligraphers such
as Giorgi Matskvereli (IX-X c), Gabriel Kotai
(XI ¢), Ioakime Matskvereli (XVI c), and Jer-
emiah Matskvereli (XVI c.).

AKHALTSIKHE, RABATI, IVANE JA-
VAKHISHVILI SAMTSKHE-JAVAKHETI
HISTORY MUSEUM

Akhaltsikhe is one of the oldest Georgian
townes mentioned in XII ¢ Georgian Chron-
icles. The Potskhovi River divides the town
in two. The old part, Rabati, lies on the left
bank; the new town occupies its right bank.
The urban population totals 18,500.

Important caravan routes crossed through
Akhaltsikhe bringing a uniquely diverse eth-
nic composition to the urban population.
For centuries groups of different faiths lived
and worked peacefully in Akhaltsikhe and to
this day a synagogue, a mosque, and a ma-
drasah can still be found in the town.

Noteworthy monuments include the for-
mer fortress and palace of the Akhaltsikhe
rulers, the old baths, St. Marine’s Church and
the Ivane Javakhishvili Samtskhe-Javakheti
History Museum located inside the fortress
and palace. Nearby there is a mosque built
in 1747 - 1752 - now used as a museum, and
the ruins of the former madrasah - a Muslim
educational institution.

The museum has a long history of activity
beginning in the 1880s when an outstand-
ing public figure, Ivane Gvaramadze, created
a family museum with exhibits he had col-
lected, on behalf of "a certain Meskhetian".
This was the beginning of the mazra (town)
museum created in 1921, renovated in 1937
to become a local museum. It received the
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St.Tevdore’s Church near v. Tskordza,

Uraveli Gorge

"old archives" (the museum collection from
the original museum).

Of special interest is a collection of manu-
scripts, including an XI c. Gospel manu-
script; XVI century manuscript of Shota
Rustaveli's "The Knight in the Panther’s
Skin" (XII ¢); an archaeological collection
discovered on the territory of Samtskhe-
Javakheti with artefacts /implements that
date back to the Palaeolithic and Neolithic
periods; monuments and materials describ-
ing the development of agriculture, cattle-
breeding, and metallurgy that date back to
the Eneolithic. There is also the extraordi-
nary material from the Early (archaeologi-
cal material of Akhaltsikhe "Amirani’s Hill"
settlement and burial mounds), Middle, and
Late Bronze Ages, the Early Iron Age and the
Age of Antiquity.

The Museum houses an epigraphic col-
lection of stones bearing crosses and in-
scriptions in Georgian, Armenian, Turkish,
Arabic and Persian, dating back to X-XIX
centuries. The numismatic collection con-
tains silver, gold and copper coins of I-XIV
centuries. Ethnographic collections show
traditional lifestyles in the region which
include agricultural implements and weap-
ons, costumes and clothing, artisans’ flags,
embroideries, carpets and rugs, curtains,
bronze and silver household items and ex-
amples of traditional wood carving.
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IVANE JAVAKHISHVILI SAMTSKHE-
JAVAKHETI HISTORY MUSEUM

Address: Petre Kharischirashvili St. 1,
Akhaltsikhe

Phone: + 995 365 22 03 79

Working hours: 10:00 - 17:00

Closed: Sundays and Mondays; June
through September inclusive, closed only
Mondays.

Ticket price: adults — GEL 1.50 , children
- GEL 1.00, a group of 15 children - GEL 0.5
per child, students - GEL 1., Tour guide -
GEL 10,00.

RECOMMENDED TOURISTIC ROUTES
CYCLING ROUTE

Itinerary: Muskhi - Chobareti - Zveli - Or-
gora - Sakhudabelo - Aspindza

Average difficulty

Length: 27 km

Duration: 5-6 hrs

Min. altitude: 950
1400

Max. altitude:
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¥ Historical bridge
For the detailed information on the cycling

tour contact Adventure Club Jomardi.
Tel: (+995 32) 231 91 01 www.jomardi.ge

JEEP ROUTE

Itinerary: Akhaltsikhe - Uraveli Gorge -
Enteli Stoneman and church ruins - Agara
monastery complex — Baiebi - Akhaltsikhe

Average difficulty

Length: 45 km
Duration: 5 hrs
Min. altitude: 950 m
Max. altitude: 1400 m

For the detailed information contact Elkana
Rural Tourism Department
Tel: (+995 32) 232 83 21 www.ruraltourism.ge
ruraltourism@elkana.org.ge
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RESTAURANTS, CAFES

Romantika, Rustaveli St. 98, Akhaltsikhe,
+995 365 22 20 20: +995 574 44 05 00

Vardzia, Tamarashvili St. 36, Akhaltsikhe,
+995 599 17 72 06

S&L, Rustaveli St. 118,
+995 551 33 54 44

Akhaltsikhe,
Paemani, Kostava St 41, Akhaltsikhe,
+995 365 22 32 78; +995 599 56 61 73

Edemi, Uraveli Gorge, +995 595 30 82 18,
+995 595 30 82 04

Patskhebi, Uraveli Gorge, +995 593 32 11 02

8o00D05d0 ,dmbongs” dgandmosm
Jdg0dabmo saommdmngn Bomd3mgdals

byzg60Mgda. dgbadmgdgmos
s3fgmgg Labgmggmo byzgbotals
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You can buy locally-produced souvenirs
in a shop "Mosaica", here you can also
make orders for particular souvenirs.

J- sbam(z0bg, 30580 bosmgbsdals guhs Nel5
15, Paata Natenadze street, Akhaltsikhe town
&gen./Tel: +995 790 11 96 42,

+995 593 56 89 72
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2300Q"; bog. g
+995 555 77 54 34; +995 790 71 54 34

"Klde", village Klde
+995 555 77 54 34; +995 790 71 54 34

»060500", afogmm babdmgmob 4. Ne30, Lamgobm LabBMBE™ babeo, smgdbaboMy yodb-
J- sbomzaby, 39300 g. Ned8, 4. sboen(zobg, +995 599 96 73 30
+995 577 44 18 89, +995 597 44 18 89

Guesthoese, Aleksandre Kazbegi St 48,

Ariali, Grigol Khandzteli St. 30, Akhaltsikhe, Akhaltsikhe, +995 599 96 73 30

+995 577 44 18 89, +995 597 44 18 89

»080m0 babean®, 0gsbg g306035dab g. Ne33, »90980%, dmms Gbosggmalb . Ne105s,
J- sbormzabg, +995 599 93 73 43 J. sboen(sabg, +995 599 18 51 59,
+995 599 93 73 38, +995 365 22 00 35

Tbili Sakhli - Ivane Gvaramidze St. 33, Akhaltsikhe, . . .
4995 599 93 73 43 Edemi - Shota Rustaveli St., 105a Akhaltsikhe,

+995 599 18 51 59, +995 599 93 73 38,
+995 365 22 00 35
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Nika & George, village Atskuri,
+995 599 91 62 37; +995 555 25 93 55
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(9 5360mab JoBob sbobyabn), d. sbsezabyg,
+995 790 555 888, +995 599 513 595,
www.hotelbonadea.ge

LabLFPIGM ,Bom™, sbamdomadol aba@3g30-
o Nel, 4. obaem(zaby, +995 593 27 61 69

#369bG0gn”, dmms Embmoggenl 4. Ne76,
J- sboen(zabyg, +995 365 22 05 70,
+995 593 93 71 25

#0900 babea®, sb30bdal . Ne26,
- sbom(zobg, +995 595 30 85 57

#3063g0", dmans Grbosggmal  Ne9s,
- sbom(zobyg, +995 365 22 02 60,
+995 599 76 48 64

bab@mdmm
59353006000 ,9em3565b" bmazemal §a-
50980l gobymeznemgdsb.
Bgcv: (+995 32) 232 83 21 www.ruraltourism.ge
ruraltourism@elkana.org.ge

bobmgdol  oxsgdboboogol

,09Lbgan”, m356gL 0rmBaBasbol J. Ne8, 4. obocn-
30bg, +995 599 79 94 32, +995 591 11 03 48

Meskheti ~-Hovhannes Tumanyan St. 8, Akhaltsikhe,
+995 599 79 94 32, +995 591 11 03 48

HOTELS

Bona Dea - Shota Rustaveli St. 122, (begin-
ning of 9" April Street), Akhaltsikhe, +995
790 555 888, +995 599 513 595,

www.hotelbonadea.ge

Rio - Akhalkalaki Highway 1, Akhaltsikhe,
+995 593 27 61 69

Prestige - Shota Rustaveli St. 76, Akhaltsikhe,
+995 365 22 05 70, +995 593 93 71 25

Tetri Sakhli - Aspindza St. 26, Akhaltsikhe,
+995 595 30 85 57

Mirage - Shota Rustaveli St. 98, Akhaltsikhe,
+995 365 22 02 60, +995 599 76 48 64

For reserving rooms in the guesthouses
contact Elkana Rural Tourism Department
T:4+995 32 232 83 21 www.ruraltourism.ge
ruraltourism@elkana.org.ge
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GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION

The Adigeni Municipality is bordered by
the Autonomous Republic of Ajara in the
west, by Chokhatauri, Vani, and Baghdati
in the north, by Akhaltsikhe Municipality in
the east, and by the Turkey in the south. The
administrative centre of the Municipality is
the township of Adigeni.

The Municipality is linked with Batumi
through the Goderdzi Pass (140 km) and
with Kutaisi through the Zekari Pass (100
km). Owing to its importance the road go-
ing through the Zekari Pass could be found
on ancient Roman maps. The distance from
Adigeni to Thilisi is 240 km.

The Adigeni Municipality population to-
tals 20,752. In 1944, following the deportation
of Muslim Meskhetians (up to 28,000 people),
groups from different regions of Georgia
(Imereti, Racha, Ajara) were settled onto the
territory of Adigeni. Local Meskhetians make
up 32% of the total population today.
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The Municipality covers an area of 800
km?, of which 34% is cropland. The terrain
is mountainous and the population generally
lives at altitudes of 1100-1500 m.

GETTING TO ADIGENI

MUNICIPALITY

Public transportation includes minibuses,
buses, and taxi from any large town in Georgia.
Minibuses leave from Tbilisi for Adigeni and
Abastumani everyday.

Autostations and rail travel pages 35-36.

NATURAL CONDITIONS

The climate in Adigeni is relatively humid,
with cold winters; snow cover remains from
mid-December until late March; summers are
warm and long and rainfall fairly abundant.

Lakes include Shavi, Kota, and Tsvisi. The
settlement of Abastumani is known for its
natural sulphur waters used for medicinal
baths. The locally bottled table mineral water
Plate is known for its medicinal properties.

POINTS OF INTEREST
The Adigeni area is rich in forest re-
sources. The spa of Abastumani is located
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in the forested valley of the River Otskhe, at
1340 m above the sea level and 25 km from
the municipality center. It is 28 km from
Akhaltsikhe (the nearest railway station).
By car Abastumani is 250 km from Tbilisi
(4 hrs). The spa is famous for its fresh air,
unique weather and high atmospheric trans-
parency, with an annual sunshine rate of
3000 hours (slightly less than Los Angeles!).
Indeed it is one of the best places for astro-
nomical observations in Eurasia.

The subalpine and alpine meadows of Abas-
tumani are rich in endemic flora and fauna,
clean mountain springs, hot sulphur waters
and evergreen forests. Tourist trails cover beau-
tiful scenic routes at 1340-2850 m above the sea
level. In one day, hikers can cross three types
of landscape: dark coniferous forest, subalpine,
and alpine meadows. Most trails are open from
late May to late October. From Abastumani
this region is connected to the entrance of the
Borjomi-Kharagauli National Park.

DZINDZE RIVER GORGE

The Dzindze River Gorge is on the eastern
slope of the Meskheti Range, in the Adigeni
Municipality. It is a unique site where Ter-
tiary flora fossils are found, known as "Go-
derdzi flora". The locals nicknamed the site
Utkvisubani (place of silence). Several mil-
lion years ago before the origin of Homo sa-
piens, volcanic lava and ash flow buried im-
penetrable tropical forests which were home
to a wide diversity of flora and fauna. The
remains of this pristine flora are found today
as fossilized imprints of branches and leaves
visible under the volcanic matter.

BENARA FAUNA

Near Kisatibi diatomite deposit, at the vil-
lage of Benara, remains of Tertiary fauna are
also found, most of which are extinct.

Small lakes include the Triala, Shavi, Kota,
Ude and others.

Adigeni Municipality has 88 historical
monuments, including Orthodox and Catho-
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lic churches, a mosque, fortresses, old bridges
and burial grounds. Of special interest is the
Zarzma Monastery, Okros Tsikhe (Golden
castle) and the Chule monastery. Other impor-
tant monuments include Zanavi castle, Akhali
Zarzma (New Zarzma), and Buzmareti church.

ZARZMA MONASTERY

The village of Zarzma in the Kvabliani
River valley is six km from Adigeni, and
nested on a slope on the right bank. Above
the village a thick coniferous forest cov-
ers the slopes and two rivers, the Kvabliani
and Dzindze meet near the village. From the
western wall of Zarzma church both river
valleys are visible, as well as the road lead-
ing to Goderdzi Pass, and to Ajara. This is the
site that was chosen by the Samtskhe rulers
to erect a wonderful church, one of the two
most important churches of Samtskhe. The
building of the church is associated with the
name of the well-known ecclesiastical figure
Serapion of Zarzma. The monastery ensem-
ble comprises several buildings, although
the real appearance of the monastery is the
main church and belfry, erected in XII-XIII
centuries. The mural paintings have been
fairly well preserved. On the southern wall
there are portraits of the representatives of
the Jakeli family - the Great Meskheti rulers.

CHULE MONASTERY
A road going northwards from Adigeni
passes to the right of the Zanavi and Okros
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castles, crosses the open plain and climbs
a narrow, rocky, forested ravine. In this ra-
vine, 6 km from Adigeni, stands the Chule
Monastery of St. George. For a long time the
monastery was abandoned, then recently re-
stored, and today is thriving.

OKROSTSIKHE (GOLDEN CASTLE)

Okrostsikhe, one of the largest castles in
Georgia, becomes golden at sunset. It is built
on a fairly inaccessible site. It stands in 4,5
km towards north, from v. Bolajuri, on the
mountain’s edge and overlooks large decidu-
ous forests, with a nearby spring. It is evident
that the castle served as a real stronghold,
because of its difficulty of access, the thick-
ness of the walls and their shape. It can be
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described as an almost totally "unassailable"
stronghold.

ABASTUMANI ASTROPHYSICAL
OBSERVATORY (FOUNDED 1932)

The Abastumani Astrophysical Obser-
vatory is a well-known scientific research
centre engaged in active observations and
studies. The observatory’s museum opened
in 2009. Visitors can observe the night sky
through a unique telescope, converse with
astronomers, and familiarize themselves
with the unique collection in the museum.

Address: Observatory territory, Abas-
tumani; Phone: +995 577 23 80 32;

+995 599 39 19 78; +995 599 133 137
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When in Abastumani, enjoy the local thermal sulphur water baths. In addition to perfect cli-
matic conditions, Abastumani gained the status of health resort for natural hypothermal waters.
For many years it has been a TB treatment centre. The first sulphur bath-house was built here in
1891 during the rule of the Russian Czar Nicholas II. At that time it had no rivals in Europe. The
bath-house was covered with a glass dome and had a little library with reading hall and baths.
Today the baths have been partially restored. George, the brother of Nicholas II, was treated here
and well-known public figures like the Russian artist Mikheil Nesterov, who painted a new church
in Abastumani; the Armenian poet Hovhannes Tumanyan; the great Georgian educator Iakob
Gogebashvili; the composer Zakaria Paliashvili, who wrote his famous opera Daisi (Twilight) here.
Among Abastumani visitors and patients were the well-known contemporary Georgian artist Irak-
li Parjiani, the poet Lado Asatiani and the specialist in literature Pavle Ingorokva.
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RECOMMENDED TOURISTIC

ROUTES

HIKING ROUTE
Itinerary: Adigeni - v. Gorguli — Shorshkhoti
Church - v. Mlashe - Plate Gorge - Zarzma
Church of the Blessed Virgin - Adigeni

Easy

Length: 6 km (one way)

Duration: 4-5 hrs

Min. altitude: 1150 m

Max. altitude: 1300 m

HORSEBACK RIDING ROUTE
Itinerary 1: Abastumani - Observatory

- "Kldeebi" - Alpine Zone - Mamlis Mta -
Abastumani
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Max. altitude: 2449 m

For the detailed information contact the Abas-
tumani Tourism Association (ATA)

Phone: +995 577 23 80 32; +995 599 36 19 78
www.ata.ge info@ata.ge

JEEP ROUTE
Itinerary: Abastumani — Zarzma Church -
Chule - Golden Castle — Abastumani

Average difficulty

Length: 70 km

Duration: 7 hrs

Min. altitude: 1150 m

Max. altitude: 1450 m
RESTAURANTS, CAFES

Pako, Tamar Mepe St. 9, Adigeni,

+995 366 29 11 75, +995 790 58 98 80
Ojakhuri, Shota Rustaveli St. 98, Abas-
tumani, +995 598 19 76 18

HOTELS, GUESTHOUSES

Grand Hotel of Abastumani Observatory,
Abastumani, +995 577 23 04 75,

+995 577 26 50 05

Ojakhuri, Shota Rustaveli St. 98, Abastumani,
+995 598 19 76 18

For the detailed information contact Elkana Rural
Tourism Department

T:(+995 32) 232 83 21 www.ruraltourism.ge rural-

tourism@elkana.org.ge
- —_—
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+995 790 19 36 36

Kapa, Shota Rustaveli St. 31, Abastumani Town-
ship, +995 599 51 87 60,
+995 790 19 36 36
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BORJOMI MUNICIPALITY
BIGEMBOL FIENIT0SIS0

AKHALKALAKI MUNICIPALITY
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d33M o0
NINOTSMINDA
MUNICIPALITY
ARMENIA
LMaLIMN
GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION

Aspindza Municipality borders Tur-
key to the south-west, the Municipality of
Akhaltsikhe to the north-west, Borjomi to the
north, and Akhalkalaki to the east. Its admin-
istrative centre is the town of Aspindza. The
Municipality's population totals 13,010. Its
total area is 825 sq. km, 70% of which is crop-
land. Ethnic Georgians constitute 80% of the
local population, Armenians - 19% and others
such as Russians, Greeks, Ossetians - 1%

The Aspindza Municipality is dissected
by the River Mtkvari and surrounded by the
Erusheti and Trialeti ridges. The main part of
the municipality is located on the Javakheti Pla-
teau. Due to the mountainous relief most towns
and villages are found between 900 and 1700 m.

The distance from Tbilisi to Aspindza via
Borjomi is 230 km, while via Tsalka it is 245
km. It is 200 km from Aspindza to Batumi
via the Goderdzi Pass and 67 km from the
Armenia border (Ninotsminda border cross-
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The first mention of Aspindza in historical sources dates back to 888. Later it is mentioned by
XI century Georgian chronicler Sumbat Davitis-Dze: "The village of Aspindza of the Valley of
Samtskhe"... and in Georgian history Aspindza is known for the 1770 battle fought between the
Georgians, led by King of Kartli-Kakheti Erekle II, and the Ottoman Empire, in which the Geor-

gians won a great victory
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ing point) and 50 km from the Turkish bor-
der (Vale border crossing point).In Novem-
ber 2010, a second Georgia-Turkey border
crossing point was opened at Kartsakhi vil-
lage, 69 km from Aspindza.

GETTING TO ASPINDZA

MUNICIPALITY

Public transportation (minibuses, buses,
taxi) leaves from larger towns of Georgia.
Minibuses leave from Tbilisi for Akhaltsikhe
every hour, while they leave for Aspindza in
the morning and afternoon.

NATURAL CONDITIONS

The climate is relatively warm and dry with
little rainfall, and few significant fluctuations
in the average daily temperatures. The average
annual temperature is +3.6°C. In summer, the
average monthly temperature is only +13.4°C.
The local populations use the sulphur waters
for health. Near Vardzia there is a mineral
water spring close to Tsunda Lake, located
between the villages of Tmogvi and Khertvisi.

POINTS OF INTEREST

Many important monuments of Georgian
history and culture are concentrated here.
These include the cave monastery complex
of Vardzia, Tmogyvi fortress-town, Vanis Kv-
abebi monastery complex (VIII-XVI cc), Ga-
veti church (XIII-XIVcc), the underground
village of Lebisi, Saro cyclopean fortress and
church and Khertvisi Fortress (X c). Of in-
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terest to visitors will also be the following
monuments: Zemo (upper) Vardzia Mon-
astery, Tsunda, Pia, Dumeila, Zemo (upper)
Niala and Zemo (upper) Tmogvi churches,
Jolda, Margastani and Gelsunda caves.

VARDZIA CAVE MONASTERY

On the Aspindza-Akhalkalaki motor-
way, there is a turning to the right towards
Khertvisi village. The road leads to the south
along the Mtkvari River gorge. Tmogvi for-
tress is visible on the right side of the road
and the rock cut complex of Vanis Kvabebi
on the left. Vardzia cave monastery is situ-
ated 3 km after Vanis Kvabebi. Carved into
the rock face of Mount Erusheti at an alti-
tude of 1300m, Vardzia stretches across the
mountain side for half a kilometre. It used
to consist of 13 storeys interconnected by a
complex system of tunnels.

The construction of Vardzia was started by
King Giorgi III (1156-1184) and completed
by Queen Tamar (1184-1186). A large rock-
hewn hall-church, The Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin and a seven-meter long de-
fensive tunnel are found in the centre of this
complex. There were originally more than
3,000 caves for dwellings and auxiliary pur-
poses that could accommodate 50,000 people.
The monastery comprised numerous monas-
tic cells, dwelling chambers and halls, sub-
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sidiary premises, secret rooms, chapels, re-
fectories, a pharmacy, and a library. The only
access to this monastic stronghold appears to
be a hidden tunnel leading to the banks of the
Mtkvari River, where a water reservoir was
cut in the rock and was fed with rain water.
In one of the caves, there still can be found a
spring named after Queen Tamar.

The Church of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin is noted for its mural paintings
with 17 different compositions of the great-
est importance for the history and culture of
Georgia. Portraits of the royal family - Queen
Tamar, King Giorgi III, and the founder of
the church, (eristavi) Rati Surameli, Ruler of
Kartli - adorn the northern wall. The church
vaults portray scenes from the saints, their
lives and divine feasts. In XX century monas-
tic life in Vardzia began to be active again.

TMOGVI TOWN-FORTRESS

Tmogvi town-fortress was an important
fortification in medieval Georgia. This monu-
ment is situated on a high rocky mountain on
the left bank of the Mtkvari River in Javakheti.
On the Aspindza-Akhalkalaki motorway,
there is a turning to the right towards Khert-
visi village. The road leads to the south along
the Mtkvari River gorge. Before reaching Na-
kalakevi village the road turns to the right,
crosses the bridge and runs 3 km directly
to the Tmogvi fortress. The first mention of
Tmogvi is made in X ¢ historical chronicles.

Tmogvi Fortress
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The upper and lower parts of the fortress were
interconnected by a secret tunnel. In the west-
ern side St Ephrem’s Church iconostases were
cut into the rock. (In Eastern Christianity an
iconostasis is a wall of icons and religious
paintings separating the nave from the sanc-
tuary). In the ruins of another church, frag-
ments of XIII century murals are preserved.
The remains of palaces and bridge abutments
(structures located at the ends of a bridge,
where the bridge slab adjoins the approach-
ing roadway) are found in ancient settlements
on both banks of the Mtkvari River. Origi-
nally, one bridge connected palaces, while the
other was reserved for transportation. The
town-fortress was destroyed several times by
earthquakes. Between 1230 and 1260 Sargis
Tmogveli lived and worked here. He was an
outstanding political figure and translator of
Visramiani: the story of the loves of Vis and
Ramin, a romance of ancient Persia.

VANIS KVABEBI (VANI CAVES)

A monastic ensemble located on the Ja-
vakheti Plateau, within a narrow ravine of the
Mtkvari River, on the road to Vardzia this cave
complex was created in VIII-XVI centuries.
Buildings of this multi-storey ensemble in-
clude hall-churches, monastic cells and auxil-
iary chambers, and the remains of tunnels and
a water-supply system. The cupola church was
restored in 1180. The ensemble was formerly
surrounded by an impressive wall, erected
in 1204. The epigraphic inscriptional monu-
ments found here include fragments from
Shota Rustaveli’s "The Knight in the Panther’s
Skin", and date back to the second half of XV
century; these valuable inscriptions have been
preserved.

GAVETI CHURCH

This ancient settlement site at the Turkish
border, south of Aspindza, is located at 1800
m. The road first follows the Mtkvari River,
from Vardzia cave monastery the road leads
along the Mtkvari River gorge towards Mi-
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Gaveti Church

rashkhani village, then sharply turns to the
right and climbs a steep, rocky rise to the
mountain slopes behind Vardzia from where
the Mtkvari Ravine can be viewed, and in the
distance the caves of Vardzia are visible. The
only living beings to be seen are shepherds
with their herds on mountain pastures. Be-
fore arriving in Gaveti, the road passes the
old settlement sites of Agara and Niala. The
Gaveti temple with its rectilinear, reddish
outline thrust to the sky can be seen from
afar. The church was built in XII-XIII cen-
turies of red broad stone. Its walls are mas-
sive, giving the structure an allure of eternal

mg3abob sMs60
Lebisi underground shelter
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Khertvisi Fortress
might. The locality is particularly scenic in
autumn when the surrounding natural envi-
ronment turns gold.

LEBISI UNDERGROUND VILLAGE
To visit this underground village follow
the road that passes through Lebisi in the
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Vaio Valley. In 1,5 km after the Agara settla-
ment towards Gaveti the road turns to the
left, Lebisi is visible from here. This complex
system of underground shelters was used by
the locals for hiding during invasions. Part of
the underground caves has been cleaned and
visitors can go down and visit the shelters
with the aid of a flashlight.

KHERTVISI FORTRESS

The Khertvisi Fortress is one of the best
preserved of Georgia’s fortification structures.
The fortress is situedet on the Aspindza-
Vardzia motorway, at a distance of 13 km
from Aspindza. Khertvisi was restored and
reinforced several times. Originally built on a
rocky mountain at the confluence of the Mt-
kvari and Paravnistskali Rivers. This monu-
ment is made up for a large ensemble of dif-
ferent structures and exceeds 100 m in length.

Among the fortresses mentioned by the
well-known Georgian chronicler Leonti
Mroveli, which Alexander the Macedonian
allegedly met while in Georgia, Khertvisi For-
tress is named as "Khertvisi of the Mtkvari".
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According to the well-preserved inscription,
the fortress wall was built in XIV century and
an inner fortress with thick walls and watch-
towers were built within the outside wall.
With its little church dating back to 985, the
remains of dwellings, auxiliary premises and
bridges, as well as a tunnel going down to the
river, Khertvisi is the best illustration of the
historical misfortunes of the region. Origi-
nally built to defend Georgia, from the sec-
ond half of XVI century the Turks used it for
military operations against Georgia.

CYCLOPEAN FORTRESS AND

THE CHURCH OF SARO

The village of Saro is also situated on the
Javakheti Plateau. In 10 km from Aspindza,
on the Aspindza-Akhalkalaki motorway,
at v. Nijgori there is turning to the left that
runs 3 km to the east towards v. Saro. Near
the village, on the side of a cliff stands the
cyclopean building (pre-Christian epoch)
constructed of 3-metre stone blocks by dry
masonry. Under the fortress, there are well-
preserved caves and around the structure
there are grain bins and underground shel-
ters. From the side of the fortress a beautiful
view opens up.

Nearby stands the two-nave VII-VIII cc
St. Archangels Church and in the village, vis-
itors can still see the peasant houses of that
period with flat earth-roofs.

VARDZIA HISTORICAL-ARCHITEC-
TURAL MUSEUM-RESERVE

Address: 0500 Vardzia, Aspindza Munici-
pality

Phone: (+995 599) 11 62 07

Working hours: Everyday, 09:00-19:00

Ticket price: Adults — GEL 3, children -
GEL 1.5, guided tours - GEL 10

RECOMMENDED TOURISTIC
ROUTES

HIKING ROUTE:
Itinerary 1: Karvasla —Jolda Bridge - Tmogvi
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Hiking route in Mtkvari Gorge

Fortress — Vardzia

Moderate difficulty
Length: 9 km
Duration: 7 hrs

Min. altitude: 1200 m

Max. altitude: 1300 m

Advice: For visiting caves keep flashlights
and batteries with you at all times.

Itinerary 2: Vardzia — Zemo Vardzia - Vardzia

Easy
Length: 5km
Duration: 5 hrs

Min. altitude: 1220 m

Max. altitude: 1550 m

Advice: When visiting caves keep flashlights
and batteries with you at all times.

For the detailed information contact the lo-
cal turagency "Psity". Tel: +995 599 11 45 06
www.psity.ge, wellcome@psity.ge

CYCLING ROUTE
Itinerary: Pia - Gelsunda - Toloshi — Atskvita —
Dadeshi - Aspindza

Moderate difficulty
Length: 24 km
Duration: 3-4 hrs
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For the detailed information on the cycling tour
contact Adventure Club Jomardi.
Tel: (+995 32) 231 91 01 www.jomardi.ge
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Rafting on the M\ilg_%zri River

Min. altitude: 1170 m
Max. altitude: 1600 m
JEEP ROUTE

Itinerary: Aspindza - Vardzia — Agara Kvajvari
- Gaveti - Zemo Niala — Lebisi - Dumeila -
Giorgitsminda - Zemo Tmogvi - Aspindza
Difficult

Length: 90 km
Duration: 8 hrs
Min. altitude: 1200 m
Max. altitude: 2200 m

For the detailed information contact Elkana Rural
Tourism Department T:(+995 32) 232 83 21
www.ruraltourism.ge ruraltourism@elkana.org.ge

RAFTING ON THE MTKVARI RIVER
Itinerary 1: v. Mirashkhani - Vardzia

Difficulty: Category II-11I
Length: 6 km
Duration: 1.5 hrs

Itinerary 2: Khvilisha Bridge (Aspindza Baths)
- Ghobieti Settlement-site (Aspindza)

Difficulty: Category I
Length: 12 km
Duration: 3 hrs
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For guethouse reservation contact Elkana Rural Tour-
ism Department

T:(+995 32) 232 83 21 www.ruraltourism.ge rural-
tourism@elkana.org.ge

RESTAURANTS, CAFES
Café Dzveli, Vardzia St. 33, Aspindza,
+99559917 1178
Café Europa, Vardzia St. 35, Aspindza,
+9957909510 11
Valodia’s Cottage, Koriskhevi, Vardzia,
+995 599 11 45 06

Market places for souvenirs and local products
are located opposite the Khertvisi Fortress, as well
as on the area adjoining the Vardzia Historical-
Architectural Museum-Reserve.

HOTELS, GUESTHOUSES

356daob g. N9, ads sb3abds,

» ﬁndm“ s

+995 593 90 64 05
Chiko, Vardzia St. 9, Aspindza, +995 593 90 64 05

#09639b5" ©ods sL30bds, 0. amagdadgamal .
Ne16, +995 599 18 17 63, +995 555 12 49 78
Bermukha, Gogebashvili St. 16, Aspindza,

+995 599 18 17 63, +995 555 12 49 78



»J30bgscn”, »006930“ bmgs. Bogamadggo
bengg. ggmbimbeos, +995 599 75 52 90 Ggem: +995 599 33 88 71
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GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION

AND ETHNIC COMPOSITION

The municipality of Akhalkalaki is located
on the Javakheti volcanic plateau located at
an altitude of 1500-3300 m. The plateau is
an undulating plain that includes the Didi
Abuli Mount (3300 m), the highest point in
Javakheti. This municipality borders Turkey
to the south, the municipalities of Aspindza
and Borjomi in the west and the north, and
Ninotsminda to the southeast. The adminis-
trative centre is Akhalkalaki, Georgia’s high-
est town (1700 m), founded by the Georgian
King Bagrat ITI (X-XI c).

The distance from Tbilisi to Akhalkalaki
via Akhaltsikhe is 293 km, or 187 km via
Tsalka. From Akhalkalaki to the regional
centre, Akhaltsikhe, is 75 km and it is 50 km
to the Armenian border crossing point of
Gyumri. Ethnic groups include 90% Arme-
nian, 8% Georgian and 2% Russian, Greek
and Ossetian.
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GETTING TO AKHALKALAKI

MUNICIPALITY

Travel to Akhalkalakhi is simple by pub-
lic minibuses, buses, and taxi from any large
town. Minibuses go several times a day from
Thbilisi. The nearest train connection is through
Akhaltsikhe (75 km from Akhalkalaki). The
railway is temporary closed.

Autostations and rail travel pages 35-36.

NATURAL CONDITIONS

In Akhalkalaki summers are cool (9°C)
with little rainfall (annually only 600-700
mm). The climate is mountainous, with short
rains. In winters, however, the Javakheti Pla-
teau is covered with snow for three or four
4 months (December through March) with
an average snowfall of 15-20 cm, reaching
40-50 cm in alpine zones. Average January
temperatures are between -10 and -2°C.

The Municipality area covers approxi-
mately 1,235 km? of which 75% is cropland.
The main river is the Paravnistskali which
joins the Mtkvari at Khertvisi.

The Akhalkalaki Municipality is distin-
guished by unique mountain steppes, subal-
pine diversity, and its lakes. Lakes and rivers
teem with fish and are an important habitat
for migratory birds. Birdwatchers from all
over the world come to study the waterfowl,

3sm3mgonb 3sBnemnzs
Baraleti Basilica
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birds of prey and song-birds during the peri-
ods of migration.

POINTS OF INTEREST

This Municipality is the site of numerous
monuments from ancient Georgian culture
(IT millennium B.C) which include medieval
temples, settlement-sites, and pre-Christian
cyclopean buildings such as the Abuli for-
tress and settlement-site, the Samsari rock-
hewn domed church and monastery com-
plex, Kumurdo domed temple and others
such as Kvarsha and Kilda settlement-sites
and temples, the Toki Monastery, the Vard-
istsikhe settlement-site, Baraleti Church,
the Sirgva Stone-cross, Meghreki Monastery
ruins and Cyclopean Gateway, the Ghrtila
Church, the villages of Kachio, Azavreti,
Burnasheti, Gria settlement-site, and the ru-
ins of a cyclopean fortress.

THE ABULI FORTRESS AND

SETTLEMENT-SITE

Near Paravani Lake on Mount Patara
Abuli, at an altitude of 2670 m there is a
unique fortress settlement site. This symbol
of pre-Christian Javakheti, the Abuli Fortress
is constructed from volcanic basalt blocks us-
ing dry masonry techniques. Although the
stronghold was erected several centuries ago,
its walls have been fairly well preserved and
are four meters thick in some places. Around
Abuli Fortress there are many interconnected
hidden tunnels and hiding shelters, numer-
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Old georgian inscriptions, Kumurdo Temple
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J9a6mb §ds@n / Kumurdo Temple

ous damaged chambers as well as cobblestone
roads and paths, witnesses that there was a
large settlement surrounding the fortress.

There is a beautiful view of Paravani Lake
and the infinite Javakheti Plateau from the
fortress. The best time to visit the Abuli For-
tress is autumn when the golden colour of
the surroundings and magnificent scenery
in the sunset leave a lasting impression.

KUMURDO TEMPLE

Kumurdo Temple (X c) is one of the most
important monuments of old Georgian archi-
tecture. It is situated in the village of Kumurdo.
On the Aspindza-Akhalkalaki motorway,
along the Paravani River gorge, at Chunchkha
village there is a turning to the right, which
leads south on the Naisa serpentine. The road
continues to the south, on the Javakheti Plateau
and runs directly to Kumurdo village. Accord-
ing to the epigraphic inscriptions on the walls
its construction started in 964 during the reign
of the Georgian King Leon III, and was built at
the initiative of Ioane the Bishop. It was com-
pleted during the rule of Bagrat IV, King of
United Georgia. Kumurdo was formerly an im-
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portant cultural and educational centre, where
Ioane the Bishop lived and worked before con-
tinuing his creative activity on Mt. Sina. The
temple is a domed edifice built of hewn stone
with an unusually refined shape. Its walls are
richly decorated with glyphs. Originally, the
interior was painted with numerous frescoes,
most of which have been damaged.

SAMSARI CHURCH AND

SETTLEMENT

The domed church carved out of Mt.
Samsari rock and a monastery complex dat-
ing back to X century are situated in the river
canyon near the village of Patara ("little")
Samsari. Traces of the monastery extend
along the entire canyon. The main church is
domed and hewn from the rock, highly ac-
curate in form and proportion and equal to
any brick- or stone-built church - its forms
are perfect and delicate. In addition to the
main church, there is a refectory, small and
larger chapels, and monastic cells. In the
canyon there are many two or three-storey
caves, however the complex is rather dam-
aged and many its caves have collapsed.
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PROTECTED TERRITORY

OF JAVAKHETI

The territory covers 20,000 ha, including
part of the mountain volcanic plateau lo-
cated between Georgia, Armenia and Turkey.
Populated settlements are found at 1800-2000
m altitude and topography includes volcanic
plateau, mountain steppes, alpine and subal-
pine vegetation, as well as lakes and wetlands.
These provide ideal conditions for the devel-
opment of tourism, including hiking, cycling,
horseback riding and ski. The shortest road
from Thilisi to Javakheti runs through the
south-west via Manglisi and Tsalka (distance
is 175 km), enabling visitors to get from Thbili-
si to the protected territory in 2.5-3 hours.
There are other routes from Tbilisi to the re-
gion via Borjomi, Akhaltsikhe and Akhalka-
laki (travel time from five to six hours).

Kartsakhi Lake - is situated at an altitude
of 1798 m. The border divides the lake in
two parts. The north-eastern part is within
Georgias boundaries, the south-western
part lies within Turkey. The lakesides are flat,
with some swampy patches. The Kartsakhi
River and several streams flow into the lake
from the north. The water is turbid and sa-
line though it freezes in winter. Inside the
Turkish part of the lake there is a tussock
islet which is habitat for many rare waterfowl
populations and an important attraction for
birdwatchers.

35 on 337mmob Jornb Jsbrmmdemso
Lake near Mt. Didi Abuli
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Levani Lake, with the surface area of 0.2
square kilometers and the maximum depth of
2.8 meters, is located on the Samsari Moun-
tain Range, in Javakheti, at 2560 meters above
the sea level. The lake water is glacier based
and not drained. It is fresh, limpid and slightly
mineralized. Level of the Levani Lake is high
in summer.

Getting to the lake is available from
Akhalkalaki. On the right side of the road
leading from Akhalkalaki town towards
Olaverdi village, there is a marshland. From
this point, the road towards Levani Lake
leads along the fi eld to the right, then along
the small hills. Aft er 1.5 km the road contin-
ues into a small gorge, and then leads along
the straight direction of the junction. Aft er
2,5 km, at a small lake, the road goes up to
the left (northwards). Aft er covering 550
meters, the road continues 1 km north-east,
then 1,2 km south-east. From this point, two
mountain peaks — Koroghli (on the left ) and
Ivantepe (on the right) are clearly visible. Th
e route leads between them, passing along
several small lakes, swamps and a small hill,
finally reaching Levani Lake at the eastern
foot of the Koroghli Mountain. Th e dis-
tance from Olaverdi village to Levani Lake
is 13 km. 4X4 car is needed to drive along

360bxsmb bsdzomemn. sbsengsemsgob
3b5390nd(3mbgm3nb 3xBgdn
Bronze adornment, Akhalkalaki local
history museum
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the route. On the way to Levani Lake, there
is a spring between Koroghli and Ivantepe
Mountain peaks.

Nearby there are relatively smaller lakes:
Abuli Lake on the western slope of Mt. Patara
Abuli, as well as larger lakes situated between
the Didi Abuli and Samsari Ridge: Paskia
Lake - to the west of Akhalkalaki, Vachiani
Lake - at the village of Vachiani and Zreski
Lake - on the Akhalkalaki Plateau.

AKHALKALAKI LOCAL MUSEUM
Address: Mesrop Mashtotsi St. 37, 0700,
Akhalkalaki

Phone: +995 362 2222 16

Working hours: Everyday except Saturday
and Sunday, 10:00 - 17:00

Ticket price: Free of charge

The museum, founded in 1973, exhibits
local household items (rugs, carpets, cos-
tumes) and an ethnographic collection
(XIX-XX cc), an archaeological collection
(Late Bronze Age through the Middle Ages)
implements, weapons, decorations, earthen-
ware and glassware:

Specimens of traditional Georgian folk ar-
chitecture can be visited including darani -
underground shelters, darbazi-type houses
and earth-houses, preserved in the Akhal-
kalaki Municipality, like in other municipali-
ties of Samtskhe. These are now used by the
local population for keeping livestock.

RECOMMENDED TOURISTIC
ROUTES

JEEP ROUTE
Itinerary 1: Akhalkalaki - Kotelia - Baraleti
- Ghrtila - Meghreki - Samsari - Sirgva - Ta-
batskuri Lake - Tabatskuri Red Church - Ba-
kuriani

Difficult

Length: 100 km
Duration: 8 hrs
Min. altitude: 1500 m
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Max. altitude: 2200 m

Itinerary 2: Akhalkalaki - Tontio - Eshtia -
Abuli Fortress - Akhalkalaki

Difficult

Length: 70 km
Duration: 7 hrs
Min. altitude: 1700 m
Max. altitude: 2650 m

Th e route towards Abuli Fortress begins
in Khojabegi village, which is the last village
from Akhalkalaki on the Akhalkalaki - Ni-
notsminda motorway. At the left side turning
from the main road, towards Khojabegi vil-
lage there is a tourist information board. The
road from Khojabegi leads to the northward
direction towards Tontio village and crosses
an old bridge over the Paravani River. Then, it
continues to the right towards Eshtia village in
an eastward direction. In 1,7 km from Eshtia
village the road runs to the right, in the north-
east direction, towards Ujmana village. Then,
passes along the marshy lake and continues up
on the small Abuli Pass, Abuli Fortress is visible
from here. The distance from Ujmana village is
13 km. The trail towards Abuli is marked. The
road runs almost all the way up to the Abuli
Fortress, only 30 minutes hiking is needed to
cover the final distance to the destination.

b 330y

33 cmo
Driving to Abuli

For the detailed information contact Elkana Rural
Tourism Department T:(+995 32) 232 83 21
www.ruraltourism.ge ruraltourism@elkana.org.ge
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RESTAURANTS, CAFES
Restaurant Art-Seg, Mesrop Mashtotsi St.
31, Akhalkalaki, +995 362 22 37 07, +9955
79743411
Restaurant Farel, Ninotsminda Highway,
Akhalkalaki, +995 599 18 08 84, +995 599
67 50 07
Restaurant Hovik, Military Camp #14,
Akhalkalaki, +995 599 51 12 54
Café Pharaoh, Freedom St. 62, Akhalkalaki,
+995 599 18 62 63
Café Luxe, Charentsi St. 9, Akhalkalaki, +995
599777212

HOTELS, GUESTHOUSES
Ararat, Kamo St. 13, Akhalkalaki,
+995 592 61 85 75, +995 593 61 85 75
Art-Seg, With Restaurant on the ground
floor, Mesrop Mashtotsi St. 31, Akhalkalaki,
+995 362223707, +995579 7434 11
Guest house Anank, Levon Darbinyan St. 5,
Akhalkalaki, +995 599 10 18 35

38emnb (30b7. 30s 35S s3memo
Abuli Fortress, Small Abuli Mountain
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SHIDA KARTLI
30K DGO

BORJOMI MUNICIPALITY

KVEMO KARTLI
d33M o0
NINOTSMINDA
MUNICIPALITY
ARMENIA
LMaLIMN
GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION

AND ETHNIC COMPOSITION

The Borjomi municipality covers the
eastern and western slopes of the Meskheti
and Trialeti ridges, the Tori depression, and
the Borjomi Gorge or Valley. The Mtkvari
River flows along the entire length of Bor-
jomi Gorge. Borjomi borders on Imereti and
Shida Kartli to the north, the municipalities
of Akhaltsikhe, Akhalkalaki and Aspindza to
the south and east. The administrative centre
of the municipality is the town of Borjomi
located on the Mtkvari River.

Roads to Armenia and Turkey cross the
Borjomi municipality.

The distance to Tbilisi is 157 km, to the
Turkish frontier Vale crossing point, 68 km
and to Batumi, 270 km.

Most of the population lives at 800 to 2000
m in mountain areas. Of the region’s 1,190
km?, approximately 45% is used for cropland
and 55% is covered in forests, mostly within



Labmgem-badg@bgm Logstammgdas. 3q-
Boz3smn@g@o dg@bomor  Gyosbos (8g-
Go@moab 55% @yoo oMol ogetmma),
Gmdmob 3@ gbo 6sBomo dmgmB-bats-
3omob gemgbym 306 3dns dmgzgmmo.
3mbobemgmdal 85% gotimnggemas, 11%
— bm3gba, 2% — dgGdgbo s 2% — Lbge-
abbgs gMmgbgdgdo (Fr{jbabn, mbabn).

AM3Me 3M363RI0)

3983bogMgds  dgbadmgdgmos  Lobmge-
Qmobﬁm[}n @)ﬁ)\)Glﬁmﬁ@nm (andﬁ)moa@)m-
3o@oMgdgmo,  Gogbn)
Logomoggmmb 6gdobdogfo ©owo Joemsdo-

&abo,  og@mdqbo,

©56. 303mag@mdabgda mdoemobosb ym-
3900 Losmdo goEsh dmExmabs ©s dsgq-
0560b odomorgegdom.

03@mboanmgdo ©s 8o@oMgdmal aob-
ogo a3. 35-36.

dmexmdob boanmo ,dmExmd 3s@z0”,
30b@ogob g. @ge.: +995 32 216 38 05

3MEAEXM3-333IAN060L

»0U3I0 30GIHIBIN

dfgmBol LoEaNMNEsh JYFHMOE ds3an-
0560L  FodoBomgdom  YmMzamEEoIMoQ

B16d30mbatgdl “amammo ds@smgdgema.

the Borjomi-Kharagauli National Park. Most
people living in Borjomi are ethnically Geor-
gian (85%) while 11% are of Armenian descent
and 2% Greek and 2% Russian and Ossetian.

GETTING TO BORJOMI

MUNICIPALITY

Travel is possible by car, minibus, bus,
railway, and taxi from large towns; minibus-
es leave Tbilisi for Borjomi and Bakuriani
every hour.

Autostations and rail travel pages 35-36.

Rail station "Borjomi Park", 5 kostava
street, tel.: +995 32 216 38 05

BORJOMI-BAKURIANI
"CUCKOO TRAIN"

Leaves Borjomi station for Bakuriani
everyday.

30&36JI320L 3MJMIMBNL 316NN (3ME@XMBN-333TMNS60N)

TRAIN SCHEDULE (BORJOMI-BAKURIANI)

Rsbgems
3dmMxmddn
Arrival

3obgems Rsbgens 3dbgems

3nFxm3nEdb  3330Mn36dn  3339Masbnesb

39603365

Departure Arrival Departure Remark

from Borjomi  in Bakuriani from Bakuriani in Borjomi

&
L 7:15 9:45 10:10 12:43 gmaamRmogne
Everyday
@
2. 11:15 13:46 14:10 16:43 gmaamRmegne
Everyday
33 bogmmdab 2.5 bon. bgoMeogds. Duration: 2.5 hours www.railway.ge

95




3369334030 306Ma3330
sdopfo  3og0b  adbbognomgdgmmmds
356306m3gdmmos smBmbagmgomnwsb 33ma-
o ©> 335300, ©abagmymnEsb bm@om s
®dogmo, bogam LadbMgomoEsb JmbE@0bgbd-
60 3590l dabgdolb JgMmbydom. 3mads@mma
306Mmgdg80 dMxmBal 8mba3ndarn@g@do
4860l 30Gmdsl, ™8 of Bemob 6330b8og®
MMl 800mb ©s3b39698mmgdo. Dagbym-
3o Ladpamm §g83gHogmmas 14°C. 3atigg-
0 omgmo o bmgddgM3n 8mmob. 0sb3Gal
Ladgamm §g83gMegnmss 6°C.
JOFMOG9d0 ©d
badgPMbaram FabgHaoeano Bymgdom Gals
(36mdoma. dfgmddo Rsdmabbadgh dabgma-

dmexmdo Bomggo

e Bymgdl — “dmBgm8Lb* o “mogablb”.

Q06433LO60365M3I3N

3bo3035mma@g@o (36mdaemos msgobo 3a-
AOGgd0m, Gdgdom, 8obgFarm@o Bymg-
dom, 3eFgmBol 3567300, dmfgmd-botag -
ol gBmgbamo 3sMz0m, madabo bgmdgdam
5 bod ggmbagmm Lobogmmomdgdoo.
3560 ddymo
Ladom-bombomadnmm  3FPmGHGo  ds39-
60060, GmBgmB8a3 oo Mmen dgabigme
bagomoggmmda  bambomsdnmm  bL3mMEab
©s  Lbgs-
abb3s 39350 8sms b8 JMbamme Jgbe-

5700 Lagomoggmmda

3963000693580, ©abggbgdabs
6036530 3gMgdos 3ghbmda, Bamggmn, sbam-
©0d, (3990 5 Lbgs 3o@oms bmggmagdo.

J. dmegmBowsb, 35 38-Dg oMb gmo-
3obgbo Bds Godobymmo. Drgal mbBawsb
1991 8 LoBocmgdby.

80botggddn gbgo@ss 3omBsbo, Fobsotin,
Iebs, B39, (30dmMo ©s Lbg.

3MEXM3-bIAIBIIRNL IGMIEIR0N

RATCR ]

Boomdom  yzgredy oo gMmgba-
mo 3630 930m3sd0. 0go  Bgdotigmdl
bagomoggmmb  (396@Gsmgm Bsbomdo o
3mo(398L  J3gybol  Ggfo@mMool  momddal
1%-b. 30bo goommdos 85000 3s. o Benm-
obs > @ambal dMsgsmo gbwgdnmo wo
Ggmod@pmo babgmdss. domolb Gyggdo dg-

96

NATURAL CONDITIONS

AND RESOURCES

The local climate is characterized by a com-
bined action of dry and harsh air masses from
the east, humid and warm air from the west,
and the continental air from the south. The
climatic conditions of Borjomi municipal-
ity allow it to receive vacationers all the year
round. The mean summer temperature is
14°C. The first snow falls here in November
and the mean January temperature is -6°C.

The health resorts Borjomi and Tsaghveri
are also noted for their mineral waters. The
well-known mineral waters Borjomi and
Likani are bottled in Borjomi.

POINTS OF INTEREST

Borjomi is known for its resorts, lakes,
mineral waters, beautiful gorges, health
centers/sanatoria and for the Borjomi-
Kharagauli National Park. The well-known
Georgian ski resort Bakuriani played a
great role in the development of mountain-
skiing in Georgia. Excellent recreational and
health centers include Kechkhobi, Tsaghveri,
Akhaldaba, Tsemi and other small villages.

At an altitude of 1991m and 35 km from
Borjomi, the alpine Tabatskuri Lake offers visi-
tors unusual views. Rivers abound in local fish
species: brown trout, carp, barbel and gudgeon.

THE BORJOMI-KHARAGAULI

NATIONAL PARK is part of the Lesser
Caucasus and one of the largest protected areas
in Europe. It includes primal forests, sub-alpine
and alpine meadows. Today the National Park
Area covers more than 85,000 ha or nearly 1%
of the whole territory of Georgia. The large ar-
eas of mountainous forest have been preserved
here in their pristine condition. A number of
endemic and relict species of flora and endan-
gered species of fauna can be found in these
forests, as well as among the sprawling subal-
pine and alpine meadows of the Park.

The parks territory contains several histor-
ical monuments as well and has a well-devel-
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oped tourism infrastructure - at the entrances
there are picnic areas and campsites for visi-
tors, grills for cooking and parking areas. Cur-
rently nine official tourist trails are marked
out with four tourist shelters that have basic
facilities and furnishings. The local visitor’s
service can arrange transportation and horse
rental and assist you in organizing one-day or
longer hiking and horseback riding tours in
the company of a professional guide.

To get to the park from Tbilisi is possible
via Borjomi by road (2.5 hours) and railroad.
Additional information, a detailed map and
introduction to trails can be obtained from the
parK’s administration.

BarobGaemo 3mGgxo dmfgmd-bsmsgsmmob

97

96m3z690m 396330
Tourist cottage in Borjomi-Kharagauli
National Park
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THE KTSIA-TABATSKURI

MANAGED RESERVE (KTMR) is situ-
ated around the alpine Lake Tabatskuri in
the Lesser Caucasus, at an altitude of 2000
m and covers 22 000 ha, including the lake
and the upper catchment of the River Ktsia,
high mountain steppes, gorges and wetlands.
There are several villages near the lake which
make a living from fishing, cattle breeding,
dairy production, vegetable and fruit grow-
ing, beekeeping and timber processing.

TABATSKURI LAKE is distinguished by
its blue colour. A peninsula that juts into the
lake is densely populated. Many fish species
are found here. Tskhratskaro Pass road leads
to the Tabatskuri Lake. Right immediately
after crossing the Pass, the road continues
to the left and leads north-east towards the
Lake. It is possible to get to Akhalkalaki town
via the Tabatskuri road.

Hiking and horseback riding tours or-
ganized on the Ktsia-Tabatskuri territory
in summers can include overnight tenting
on the shores of Tabatskuri Lake. Alterna-
tively visitors can hire mountain bikes, ride
horseback from Bakuriani, take a jeep tour
or other organized tours such as fishing,
botanical and birdwatching. In winter ad-
venture snowmobile tours from Bakuriani to
Tabatskuri are organized.

KAKHISI AND TSERO LAKES are
found on the Trialeti Ridge at 1800 m above
sea level, approximately 20-25 km from Bor-
jomi. These lakes are known for their abun-
dance of fish and are surrounded by forests
crossed by old trails and cart roads. Hiking,
tenting and horseback riding tours are orga-
nized here in summers.

RESORTS

BORJOMI AND BORJOMI GORGE

The resort of Borjomi is famous for its
wholesome climatic conditions and its min-
eral waters that have been used from ancient
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times both for drinking and spa treatments.
In the early XIX century the mineral water
called Borjomi became famous for its unique
curative properties. This generated a great
interest in the the entire Borjomi Gorge.
In 1871, the Russian Emperor Alexander
II gave the Borjomi Gorge to his brother
Mikhail Romanov who made radical devel-
opments in the region. Investments were at-
tracted to construct facilities for bottling the
mineral water, guesthouses, and a railroad
in the gorge. In 1894, the railroad Khashuri-
Borjomi was built. To the southeast of Bor-
jomi a chain of other resorts includes Likani,
Tsaghveri, Daba, Tsemi, Papa, Tsikhisjvari,
Tba and Chitakhevi.

Up to two hundred historical monuments
have been recorded within the Borjomi
Gorge. Of special importance are the Nedzvi
triple-church basilica (IX c.), the monas-
tery complexes of Kviriketi (X c.), Timote-
subani (XIII c.), Kvabiskhevi St. Maria (IX
¢.), Likani (IX c.), Chitakhevi (IX c.), and
Tadzrisi, as well as Slesa, Petre and Gogia (IX
c.) fortresses. Others include the Akhaldaba
fortress, the ancient Tori Plateau settlements,
and archaeological monuments. Ancient
wine-cellars (marani) and peasant houses
built of cobblestone and wood have been
preserved in the gorge. Natural monuments
of interest are the Adgeri Plateau forest and
the lakes of Tabatskuri, Kakhi and Tsero.

With the municipality's history of tour-

dnbgmsemin Bysemo. 3mmgmdnb 35630
Mineral waters. Borjomi Park
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Bakuriani Ski Resort

ism, it has well-developed tourist infrastruc-
tures that include hotels, parks, public gar-
dens, restaurants, cafes and entertainment
in Borjomi. Guests can enjoy a hot spring
(30°C) in the Borjomi Park.

LIKANI

The Likani Palace was built on the right
bank of the Mtkvari River and from the late
XIX century served as a European-Russian
summer residence of the royal Romanov
family. Remains of the 19th century edifice
that include dwelling premises, fountains,
and basins have been preserved and a spring
of warm mineral water flows in the residence
Park, which offers a collection of many rare
trees and shrubs. The ruins of Petre Fortress
dating back to the early feudal epoch over-
look Likani.

BAKURIANI

Bakuriani is one of the most picturesque
mountain resort areas in Georgia. Situated in
the Borjomi Gorge on the northern slopes of
the Trialeti Ridge, at an altitude of 1700m it is
below Mt. Kokhtagora (2155 m), from which
there is a panoramic view of the Greater Cau-
casus. Bakuriani has almost a century-old
history as a mountain resort. The first Bor-
jomi-Bakuriani narrow-gauge railroad was
built between 1902 and 1910. This railroad,
nicknamed the "Cuckoo train" still serves va-
cationers and locals all year round.
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Ski enthusiasts began coming to Bakuri-
ani in the 1930s and have gradually helped
turn the town into a centre of winter sports.
It is a superb venue for small children to
make their first ski experience on the slopes,
and is also popular with adults. The impres-
sive range of winter sports activities and
growing entertainment facilities includes
alpine ski runs, skating, snowmobile tours,
sledding and alpine hiking.

In fact Bakuriani offers vacations year
around. Summers here are cooler than in
lower areas, with many hiking and horseback
riding routes and paths within the Borjomi-
Kharagauli and Ktsia-Tabatskuri protected
areas that harbour endemic and rare flora
and fauna. It is a beloved and traditional fam-
ily destination, famous for the recreational
and healing qualities of the mountain air
and the thick coniferous forests surround-
ing the town. The resort impresses Geor-
gians and foreigners alike with its romantic
horse-drawn coach rides, horseback riding
and marketplace where, as in old times, visi-
tors buy pine chewing-gum and locally made
traditional sweets such as chiri, tklapi, dried
mushrooms, berry jams, pine pollen-based
folk medications, and other products.

THE BAKURIANI ALPINE

BOTANICAL GARDENS

The Bakuriani Alpine Botanical Gardens
on the western slope of Mt. Kokhtagora (1700
m), were founded in 1910 at the initiative of
nature lovers and scientists. The principal
purpose of these Botanical Gardens was to
study the characteristics of alpine plants of the
Caucasus with their ecological and botanical
specificities. Plots and collections of unique
plants are found within the gardens.

CULTURAL-HISTORICAL

MONUMENTS

Kimotesubani Monastery (also called
the Timotesubani Monastery) is an XI-XII
cc. centrally-domed cathedral dedicated to
the Holy Virgin, and built of red sandstone
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("Georgian brick"). The inner chambers
are covered with extraordinary and well-
preserved frescos from XIII ¢, the epoch of
Queen Tamar. The monastery is located in
Kimotesubani village.

63. (23000633m3cmob

bsgsogemm Godstn bmg. G0dmagbeydsbn
The Cathedral dedicated to the

Holy Virgin in v.Timotesubani

MTSVANE (GREEN) MONASTERY

In 8 km after Borjomi town, on the Borjo-
mi-Akhaltsikhe motorway there is a turning
yo the left, which leads north-west towards
the Mtsvane (Green) monastery. There is a
road sign indicating direction.

The monastery was built in IX c. by fol-
lowers of the outstanding Georgian ecclesi-
astical figure Grigol Khandzteli. Its triple-
church basilicas and bell tower are typical
examples of Georgian stone-carving.

SADGERI ST. GEORGE’S CHURCH

Sadgeri St. George’s Church is located
in the village of Sadgeri, near Borjomi. The
Holy Sadgeri Cross formerly belonged to
royalty.

THE BORJOMI MUSEUM OF LOCAL
HISTORY
Address: St. Nino’s St. 5, 1200 Borjomi
Phone: +995 367 22 23 62
Working hours: Everyday except Monday,
10:00 - 17:00



90930bogob. of aEmms Lbgswsbbgs gm-
m9d309%0: 960 goeno dMnbgomb bed omo
> 0stseo (d3.6 lI-l ssbbemgammagda), dts-
39mxgMmgabo  BBodBa@ogmMn  Jmegdsos
(dg.g V - sb.B XX Lb.), m3sbmggdol 3ate-
QO 60307060: 336(‘03‘3@0 QO O%ﬂﬂén 6068(‘{7'
Bmdob ddgmo, 0stamn, FgHbgHamo o
afomogamo  6ad93g3gdo. sbgzg, 3m6gdabs
bam(zgds — add39398mmn by amegGdal
DRImGIborEsd ©o Lbge.

3MAXMANL GIANDANL
LINEBMEAIYBNM BIEGAN
I Ggbmoggmab gahs, byzg®do - bomes-
850l boomsb, +995 367 22 13 97,
+995 599 30 25 13, chopin27@mail.ru

3333960960L &IVAHNBINL
LINEBMEAIIBNM BIEGAN
53000 508539693l . NeT,
995 593 33 50 58, +995 367 24 00 37,
+995 367 24 00 36

6J3M336RIBITN &IHNLEIN
306»36IJGI30

d330010 39636 I&N
303otorgegdsl/3s6mEadgdals dogmo go:
2Byp@ab amdsgos mag3gbogmo — sBams-
@ab m33gbsgtn
Fogmee 3obsgemgeo
3s6dnemo (Bﬁm‘g@n Z’)n@ndn): 34 30.
bobadmngmde: 2 ey /agboo (omgde 6 bo)
854boBaran bodsgemy: 2300 3. b. .
80b08sen@o Lodomeny: 850 8. de. .
808sGommgds 2: Bogmemd ll-ab dogmngo:
Sdmtgma-bomoganmol  gfmgbymo 3o 3o/
m03obo — dotrgemabo
Fogmee 3obsgemgeo
3o6dogmo: 39-41 ;0.
bobadmngmds: 3 mg/agboo (I emg - 5 bo.
Il @mg - 6.5 Lov. Il g - 2 bon).

2200 3. ve. .
850 8. b. w.

3ogbodsmyo Lodogmemy:
80608sen@a bodsmeny:

103

Ticket price: GEL 3, for large groups of visi-
tors: GEL 2, guided tour - GEL 15.

The building of the museum was designed
and built by the German engineer W. Sch-
weizer in 1890. The building initially designed
as the chancellery of the Imperial House of
Romanovs. The museum departments of ar-
chaeology, history and ethnography, applied
art, and local landscape and nature.

The visitor will see: Unique samples of
bronze weaponry and adornment (II-I Mil-
lennia BC), large numismatic collection (V
¢ BC - XX ¢ AD), personal belongings of
members of the House of Romanovs: basi-
cally European and oriental crockery, ar-
moury, painting and graphic works, coupled
with several samples of natural wonder - a
fossilized tree from Goderdzi Pass, etc.

BORJOMI TOURISM

INFORMATION CENTRE
Shota Rustaveli St. in the public garden near
the bridge
Tel. +995 367 22 13 97, +995 599 30 25 13,
Email: chopin27@mail.ru

BAKURIANI TOURISM
INFORMATION CENTRE
David Aghmashenebeli St 1
Tel. +995 593 33 50 58,
+995 367 24 00 37, +995 367 24 00 36
Email: mari.m@bk.ru

RECOMMENDED TOURISTIC
ROUTES

HIKING ROUTE
Itinerary 1/Panoramic trail: Atskuri shelter -
Amarta shelter

Difficult

Length (round): 34 km

Duration: 2 days

Max. altitude: 2300 m.

Min. altitude: 850 m.

Itinerary 2/Nicolas II trail: Borjomi-







330010 R5/56 LYGLIEMLEM Kharagauli National Park/Likani Marelisi

39643AIBN Difficult
B08smommagds: dogmMosbo — dmMgman Length: 39-41 km
Ladgaemm LofMorgeols Duration: 3 days
8s6dagmo: 1238. Max. altitude: 2200 m.
babadmagmde: 2 g (gggoon) Min. altitude: 850 m.

854Lo8oran bodsmemg: 1810 8. b w.
80b083semn@o bodscamg (bocon Bco. 3YROGY- HIKING AND/OR HORSEBACK
0bBysmdy): 1069 3. b0 . RIDING

Itinerary 1: BAKURIANI - BORJOMI
&0l ©y@IMNGo  0bgmMIs300bmzol Average difficulty

8080mgo dmfgmB-bamogammol gfmgbi- Length: 12 km

mo 35630l 530babBMs(300b. Duration: 2 day (hiking)
Gge: +995 367 22 21 175 +995 577 10 18 57 Max. altitude: 1800 m.
http://www.borjomi-kharagauli-np.ge/ Min. altitude: 1069 m.

welcome@borjomi-kharagauli.np.ge
For the detailed information contact the
33330L M303J&I30 3MEAXRMI3N Borjom-Kharagauli National Park Admin-
GgbEMA360 ,m0gsbn 3smabo“,  m0jzsbals istration
BF0BMG0s, Bgbbgoolb d. Ne27s, dmGge- | Phone: +995 367 22 21 17; +995 577 10 18 57
80, +995 367 22 20 77 http://www.borjomi-kharagauli-np.ge/
Ggb@m@sbo ,,§d39665 bns”, aogmm Gm- welcome@borjomi-kharagauli.np.ge
dogodals 4. NeTs, dmegmdo,

+995 367 22 21 14, +995 592 28 82 35 RESTAURANTS, CAFES IN BORJOMI
GgbEMAs6o 033533569 ,  Abooggemal

J4-Ne101, dmegmaBo, Likani Palace, Meskheti St. 27a, Likani terri-
+995 367 22 07 11 tory, +995 367 22 20 77

39839 »MBJogs”, 8gMed 3mbEegel J. Net, Tavern Nia, Grigol Robakidze St. 1a, Bor-
dmeigmdo, +995 555 59 69 05 jomi, +995 367 22 21 14, +995 592 28 82 35
3989 #8963303m“,  dmMxmBob  dowmn, Tamashgare, Rustaveli St. 101, Borjomi,
dmeigmBo, +995 367 22 07 23 +995 367 2207 11

Ggb@m@sbo ,dzgmgd@n”, bmg. bobsga, Orchid, Merab Kostava St. 1, Borjomi,

+995 599 24 19 92 +995 555 59 69 05

AbEMAs6o ,MH3zgmn”, bmg. Mggmo, Merabiko, Borjomi Park, +995 367 22 07 23
+995 367 22 37 15 Dzveleburi, v. Zanavi, , +995 599 24 19 92
Labsgadmmg ,g3mMns”, bLmg. sbomesds, Rveli, v. Rveli, +995 367 22 37 15

+995 598 72 56 55 Khachapuri café Foria, v. Akhaldaba,
Lobogadnmg ,6035", bmeg. sbomsds, +995 598 72 56 55

+995 599 31 27 88 Khachapuri café Nika, v. Akhaldaba,
Loboyb3g 60530,  Lmgg.  sborasds, +995 599 31 27 88

+995 599 16 18 52 Snack bar Niavi, v. Akhaldaba,

9b@mEs6a ,,336856a A", bLmg. sbames- +995 599 16 18 52

35, +995 599 95 24 96, +995 593 95 20 00 Restaurant Vakhtanguri, v. Akhaldaba,
Ggbdm@sbo ,gsGomBa’, Lmg. Booosbggn, | +995 599 95 24 96, +995 593 95 20 00
+995 790 90 91 21 Restaurant Pharaon, v. Chitakhevi,
+995 790 90 91 21
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33330L M303J&I3N 333 IMNOE3N
3989-3560 ,65@ 30", Mo30bPmgdal Jahs
Ne19, wsds dsgammnsbo, +995 599 72 67 26
Agb@m@sba ,0635", 300 ©085dgbgdemals
JoBo Ne7, ads dogMasbo,
+995 599 19 01 50
Agb@mEs6a ,bm3Amba", 3mds Bogodal 4.
NeT1, oads dogp@asbo, +995 595 97 53 98,
+995 595 97 53 99

3MAXMANL LOLGIIGMIBN R

LOGIAAM LOLEIBN
#003360  35maba”, (3nfggem  Laformmdy
360l BgbBmEsba), dmExmBn, mogsbob Gg-
Bo@mtns, dgbbgonl 4. Ne27s, +995 367 22
42 49, +995 591 31 55 14
3535%56bomgdgma  3m33emgdbo  ,,dmAxm-
3ab bgmds”, dmams Gbosggmalb J.Ne107s,
dmegmBo, +995 367 22 30 72, +995 599 32
32 47, +995 599 32 32 49, +995 599 50 09

90 www.borjomiskheoba.com

#89000560%,  FgMod  gmb@ogalb 4. Nel,
dmegmBo, +995 367 22 39 08
#0330, dmono Aabosggmoab J-

Ne101s, 3dmggmdo, +995 367 22 31 72,
+995 367 22 31 94, +995 599 73 15 77,
gogdbo: +995 367 22 31 73

#0Mfxmdn”, 63060s 606mb d. Ne3, dmmggm-
30, +995 367 22 22 12, +995 367 22 00 95,
+995 599 45 64 63

#3m3omba”, dgbbgoal 4. Ned9, dmegmda,
+995 367 22 19 99, +995 599 17 75 07
»30J@mE0s,  89M0d  3mbGogelb 4. Ne3T,
dmegmBo, +995 367 22 26 31,

+995 593 12 02 83, +995 555 58 49 78
bamgobm LabBdm, 8gMmed gmbEGogsl d.
Ne2, dmegmBn, +995 367 22 07 80

333960360L LOLGTJBAMIBN R
LILGIAAM LOBLERIBN
#3000 3omabo, 3mds Bogodal . Netl,
+995 367 24 02 73, +995 595 90 11 44,
info@villapalace.ge, www.villapalace.ge
»OG05mgo0”, oeggmaol d08wgdaMy Gg-
Go@mtns, +995 599 57 11 08,
+995 367 24 03 03

RESTAURANTS, CAFES IN
BAKURIANI

Natalie, Freedom St. 19, +995 599 72 67 26
Anga, David Aghmashenebeli St. 7,

+9955 99 19 01 50

Sopros, Koba Tsakadze St. 11,

+995 595 97 53 98, +995 595 97 53 99

HOTELS AND GUESTHOUSES IN
BORJOMI

Likani Palace (with a restaurant on the
ground floor), Meskheti St. 27a, Likani ter-
ritory, +995 367 22 42 49, +995 591 31 55 14
Health complex Borjomis Kheoba, Shota
Rustaveli St. 107a, Borjomi, +995 367 22 30
72, +995 599 32 32 47, +995 599 32 32 49,
+995 599 50 09 90, www.borjomiskheoba.com
Meidani, 1, Merab Kostava St., Borjomi,
+995 367 22 39 08

Olympus, Shota Rustaveli St 101a, Borjomi,
+995 367 22 31 72, +995 367 22 31 94,

+995 599 73 15 77; fax: +995 367 22 31 73
Borjomi St. Nino’s St. 3, Borjomi, +995 367
222212, +995 367 22 00 95,

+995 599 45 64 63

Motsioni, Meskheti St. 49, Borjomi,
+995 367 2219 99, +995 599 17 75 07
Victoria, Merab Kostava St. 31, Borjomi,
+995 367 22 26 31, +995 593 12 02 83,

+995 555 58 49 78

Lomggsbm bab@dmm bobmo, bmeg. @do,
+995 599 259 181; +995 595 908 015

Guesthouse, v. Tba, +995 599 259 181; +995
595908 015



B3, bingg. @ds, +995 599 75 83 10,
+995 790 75 83 10
Beko, v. Tba, +995 599 75 83 10, +995 790 75 83 10

Lomggsbm bab@ndmm babemo, bme. J3o80bbgga,
+995 597 99 14 57, 995 555 72 63 86

Guesthouse, v. Kvabiskhevi, +995 597 99 14 57,
995 555 72 63 86

weooen”, bog. bawggo, +995 599 56 24 24

Lilu, v. Sadgeri, +995 599 56 24 24

bogmob babemo, bmeg. Godmogbydsbo,
+995 599 79 94 76

Village house, v. Timotesubani,

+995 599 79 94 76

93M-30& %0 bmgg. @ndmagbndsbo,
+995 596 10 64 49

Eco-cottages, v. Timotesubani,
+995 596 10 64 49

bobBmdmm bobmgdol ooxogdboborgol dodsr-
290 ,gmgebol” bmgzemol §a@Hoddolb gobym-
Qomgdsb.

Bager: (4995 32) 232 83 21 www.ruraltourism.ge
ruraltourism@elkana.org.ge
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1,0030" 3o39M0560, 9 83G0rnl 4. Ne7
+995 599 193 842

7,9 Aprili St. Bakuriani

+995 599 193 842

For guethouse reservation contact Elkana Rural
Tourism Department
T:(+995 32) 232 83 21 www.ruraltourism.ge rural-

tourism@elkana.org.ge




»3P0bGom0”, oE3zgmab 303wgdety Ggho-
Gmcins, +995 367 24 03 76, +995 595 46 14

61, www.hotelcrystal.ge info@hotelcrystal.ge
»936035", ©o3000 08599693emal 4. Ne87,
+995 577 57 57 85, +995 32 2 50 99 92
»30J@MF0», mo30bmnmgdalb 4. Ne10,
+995 599 55 87 13

»3698096 omobo®, 3mds Bogodol . Ne26,
+995 32 2 50 62 51, +995 367 24 00 70
»3069 3omabo”, 3mds Bododal . Ne12,
+995 367 24 00 49/50/51, +995 599 11 60
45, verepalacebakuriani@gmail.com,
www.verepalacebak.ge

»93mmbo”,  @ogoo  535396gdmoab  J.N\e6,
+995 599 57 11 08

HbO3EML0®, 3mds Bogodal d. Nel1,

+995 595 97 53 98, +995 595 97 53 99
007y 3o9D0" mogabyymgdal g. Ne29,
+995 599 20 17 20

3bEBYom, dmFgmBab g. Ne5,

+995 593 33 04 51, +995 367 24 04 51
»00b3gMa0", o0 50853969dmol . Ne3,
+995 599 10 54 29, +995 367 24 00 16
»030630" 33000 58539bgdemals 4. 5,

+995 599 32 22 64 33; 50 70 75

23000 L3MEE®, Boob J. Ne28,

+995 599 53 77 16, +995 367 24 00 12
230 3539M0060%, 856 g0 4. Ne 4,
+995 599 58 81 62, +995 577 58 55 88
www.welcome.ge/villa_bakuriani

3mds  Bogodal  gaB,
M(30560060L  F08gdoMy  GgfoGmMoas,
+995 599 22 10 10

»Boogmo  Labemo®,

bggboMgdal  8gdgbs  Fgbadmgdgmons
dmBgmdobs o dogmmnsbal  GFab3al
bonbgm@Ba30m (3969330,
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Guesthouse, Merab Kostava St. 2, Borjomi,
+995 367 22 07 80

HOTELS AND GUESTHOUSES IN BAKU-
RIANI

Villa Palace, Koba Tsakadze St. 1, +995 367
240273, +995 595 901144, info@villapalace.ge,
www.villapalace.ge

Trialeti, Didveli adjoining area,

+995 599 57 11 08, +995 367 24 03 03

Crystal, Didveli adjoining area,

+995 367 240376, +995 595 46 14 61,
www.hotelcrystal.ge info@hotelcrystal.ge
Evrika, David Aghmashenebeli St. 87, +995
577 57 57 85, +995 322 50 99 92

Victoria, Freedom St. 10, +995 599 55 87 13
Premier Palace, Koba Tsakadze St. 26, +995 32
250 62 51, +995 367 24 00 70

Vere Palace, Koba Tsakadze St. 12, +995 367 24
00 49/50/51, +995 599 116045, verepalaceba-
kuriani@gmail.com,

www.verepalacebak.ge

Apollo, David Aghmashenebeli St. 6,

+995 599 57 11 08

Iceberg, David Aghmashenebeli St. 3,

+995 599 10 54 29, +995 367 24 00 16

Ikiski Family Hostel, David Aghmashenebeli
St. 5, +995 599 32 22 64 33; 50 70 75

Sopros, Koba Tsakadze St. 11,

+995 595 97 53 98, +995 595 97 53 99

Tsiteli Sakhli, Koba Tsakadze St., near the
25-meter ski jump, +995 599 22 10 10
Tskhratskaro, Borjomi St. 5,

+995 593 33 04 51, +995 367 240451

Villa Bakuriani, Tamar Mepe St. 4,

+995 599 58 81 62, +995 577 58 55 88, www.
welcome.ge/villa_bakuriani

Villa Sport, Mtis St. 28, +995 599 53 77 16,
+995 367 24 00 12

Souvenirs can be bought at Borjomi and Baku-
riani Tourism Information Centers.



606M63N60L
dJd60G0300&JIE()

NINOTSMINDA
MUNICIPALITY



606M6306RNL 3I6NGN3OTNSISN

IMERETI
03363010

GURIA
39600
ADIGENI MUNICIPALITY am’tﬂfﬁs
BB FUECOTNS0S0
AJARA ( AT
REATEN]

36520600
FIB0CNNSISN

ASPINDZA

MUNICIPALITY

TURKEY
01964300

3IM3AIBVNILR0 3RIBIAIMBD
8gdomgmdl
BbFgo-s08mbogmgo  6oBomdn

bo-

Lad(3bg-gog5bgmAb
®oz96900b
30geba®  Dgashbdg.  Ladmermm  bnBawmg
Begob mbawsb 1700-3300 8-8cgs. 3bacso-
3ammo@g@ob LadbGgm-msbagmgmn gdmbggzs
bagetoggamm-myidgornl, bmmm  bsdbGgmn
—  bogemoggmm-bm8bgonl  bobgmdbaggm
LodegaMb.  Bmboz03omn@g@L  abogemg-
@00 sboragoemadal, RGmommgonm Borgal,
bongom  sedmbagmganem  3eambabols 4bacsn-
3omn@g@gdo gbodmgMgds. Bubnz03srndg-
&ob  0@80bobBMo30mo  (396@Ms  Jommagdo
606mb30bs (3m%0g§m E)maQonado).

d0mobosb  606mB3nbosdy  (Borm ol
aogmom) 160 38-0s, sboen(znboesb — 100 33.,
bdmigmBnab — 140 33. bemdbgool Ladeo-
360056 (o830l Lobabrgem as3d3gd0 3b-
d@o) — 25 38.

3mbozn3oma@g@b 1991 Brodrg dmg-
©3b6mz30L  B9ba(sndamn@g@o gbmmgdmws,
bobgmbmmgds  139380M@gds  ©PbmMmMEg-

FBOGDTNSISN

BORJOMI MUNICIPALITY
BIGEMBOL FIENIT0SIS0

SHIDA KARTLI
30K DGO

AKHALKALAKI MUNICIPALITY

110

KVEMO KARTLI
d33M o0
NINOTSMINDA
MUNICIPALITY
ARMENIA
LMaLIMN
GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION

The municipality of Ninotsminda is situated
in southeast Samtskhe-Javakheti on the Ja-
vakheti Plateau, at an altitude of 1700-3300m.
The municipality’s south-west borders on
Turkey, south it borders on Armenia. Ninots-
minda (with an administrative centre of the
same name) borders on the municipalities of
Akhalkalaki in the west, Tsalka in the north,
and Bolnisi in the east.

The distance from the town of Ninotsmin-
da to Thilisi via Tsalka is 160 km (approx.
2.5-3 hours), to Akhaltsikhe it is 100 km, to
Borjomi 140 km and to the Armenian fron-
tier Sameba border crossing point 25 km.

Before 1991 the Ninotsminda Municipal-
ity was known as the Bodganovka, a name
associated with the Dukhobors that had
been forcibly settled here in the 19th century
by the Russian czarist government. Today,
Dukhobor families still live in the villages of
Rodionovka and Gorelovka.
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bgn .)mﬁn donsb
The view from Mt. Shaori

Ninotsminda is historically linked with
the introduction of Orthodox Christianity to
Georgia. According to historical sources, the
territory was the site where St. Nino entered
Georgia in the 4th century. Nino, The Enlight-
ener, first settled on the territory adjoining
Paravani Lake where the present-day village of
Poka is located. At present, there is a Georgian
Orthodox Christian monastery and convent.

GETTING TO NINOTSMINDA

MUNICIPALITY

Travel to and from Ninotsminda is pos-
sible by public minibuses, buses, and taxis
from any large town in Georgia. The nearest
railway station is in Akhaltsikhe (temporary
is closed). The road connecting Georgia with
Armenia runs through the village of Sameba
that borders on the Armenian village of Bavra.
It is 25 km from Sameba to Ninotsminda.

NATURAL CONDITIONS,

TOPOGRAPHY AND DEMOGRAPHY

Ninotsminda’s climate is mountain steppe,
with cold lengthy winters (snow cover 30-40
cm); summers are short and cool. The aver-
age January temperature is -10.6°C; that of
August +10° C. 15% of the total area of 1,350
km? is covered by cropland.

The ecosystem of the municipality, like the
rest of Javakheti, is distinguished by unique
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JoBoggmo, 1% — Lbgorabbgs gGHmzbgdgdo
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SomBMogomeg-

mountain steppes, subalpine diversity and
lakes. This is why part of the Ninotsminda mu-
nicipality is included in the Javakheti protected
area. The territory has been recognized as one
of the most important habitats for migratory
birds, most of which are included in the IUCN
Red List. The migratory flyways for waterfowl
and other water birds cross over these lakes.
The ethnic composition of the population
is 98% Armenian, 1% Georgian and 1% other
groups such as Russian, Ossetian, and Greek.

POINTS OF INTEREST

The main points of interest are the numer-
ous lakes: Paravani, Saghamo ("Evening"),
Khanchali, and Madatapa, all known for
their wide biodiversity and as habitat for mi-
gratory bird species.

@meamﬁaanb b.)b@n. bmg. amﬁg@m&]a
Dukhobor house, Gorelovka Village
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PARAVANI LAKE

Paravani and Saghamo Lakes are clearly
visible from the Tsalka-Ninotsminda highway.

Paravani Lake is located on the Javakheti
Plateau in a depression between the Abul-
Samsari and Javakheti Ridges, at an altitude
of 2073 m. It is the largest lake in Georgia,
covering 37.5 km? and is fed by melting
snow and rain water, as well as by small
rivers. Its maximum depth is 3.3 m and its
depth averages 2.2 m. The Paravani River
(Paravnistskali) springs from the lake. In
former times the lands around the Paravani
were property of royalty and the church and
caravans crossing to Byzantium, Armenia,
and western Georgia passed through here.

The region is of special archaeological inter-
est for its sites and artefacts dating back to the
Palaeolithic and Eneolithic periods. Lakeside
areas include ancient settlements, both land
and underwater burial grounds and barrows.
The locality abounds in monuments dating
back to the Early, Middle and Late Ages. In the
lake’s surroundings many historical and reli-
gious monuments testify to the past, includ-
ing the Paravani caravanserai. The region was
crossed by St. Nino coming from Cappadocia
to preach the Christian faith in Georgia.

093 %5m3s 3oynbyem 35633560 §35%g
Fishing on frozen Paravani Lake
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SAGHAMO LAKE

Saghamo Lake is south of Mt. Patara Abuli,
and 15 km from Paravani Lake. It abounds in
trout and other local fish species such as ts-
vera.

gM0b3mgdBg o330M3985
Birdwatching

KHANCHALI LAKE

Khanchali Lake is located on the road
between Ninotsminda town and Khanch-
ali village. Located at an altitude of 1930m.
Khanchali Lake is an important wetland site
for biodiversity, particularly for breeding and
migratory birds. Despite the fact that almost
two-thirds of the lake was artificially drained
to build a dam, more than 100 species of mi-
grating and breeding birds use the lake as a
stopping over or breeding site. There is also
a small Khanchali Lake in the municipality.

BUGHDASHENI LAKE

Bughdasheni Lake is located near Gorelov-
ka village. at an altitude of 2040 m. A signifi-
cant part of this lake is covered with aquatic
vegetation and in the middle there is a circu-
lar islet. Many fish, including trout, are found
here, making it a prime migratory bird site
and of great attraction to birdwatchers.
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MADATAPA LAKE

Madatapa Lake is located near the Arme-
nian border, at Epremovka village at an alti-
tude of 2108 m with a maximum depth of 85
cm. A river of the same name flows out of the
lake. Water temperature is 17-18° C in sum-
mer while in winter it is frozen almost to the
bottom. In summer the lake fills with many
migratory bird species.

Local stone-built houses with grass roofs
(in Gorelovka, Spasovka, Kartsakhi, etc.) are
culturally unique constructions, as are their
underground shelters - darani. Other points of
interest within the Ninotsminda municipality
include the Poka Monastery, Shaori Cyclopean
Structure, Chikiani Menhir, and churches lo-
cated in the villages of Saghamo, Gandzani,
Khorenia, and Rodionovka (Paravani).

POKA MONASTERY

The Poka Monastery is located on the
Tsalka-Ninotsminda highway, in the village
of Poka, near the Paravani Lake.

The foundation of Poka Monastery is as-
sociated with St. Nino the Enlightener and
the one who spread the Christian faith in
Georgia. St. Nino entered Georgia through
Javakheti and rested near Paravani Lake. In
XI century, a hall-church of St. Nino was

Jsmeanb 303emm360 63393m3s
Shaori cyclopean structures
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erected here. Decorative elements have been
preserved on its southern fagade. The win-
dows and doors are stucco moulded, and
fragments of mural painting and many im-
portant Georgian epigraphic inscriptions are
evident on the inside walls. Two Orthodox
churches were built here when the territories
were returned to Georgia: St. Nino’s convent
and a monastery, 1.5 km from Poka. At pres-
ent, both churches function.

SHAORI CYCLOPEAN STRUCTURE

Above Paravani Lake on Mt. Shaori, at an
altitude of 2760 m, stands one of the best-pre-
served cyclopean structures of pre-Christian
Georgia (II millennium). The fortress and set-
tlement was described by Vakhushti Bagratio-
ni, the famous XVIII ¢ Georgian historian and
cartographer, as follows: "The lake is joined by
the spring of Shaori, flowing as a river from
the rock, and abounds in trout; while on the
crest of Mt. Shaori stands a fortress built of

: “yn;jnognb dgb3oma
Chikiani menhir.

large blocks." The Shaori Fortress was built of
volcanic basalt blocks using dry masonry, and
the road leading to the fortress is paved with
flat stone-blocks. This fortress dates back sev-
eral thousand years yet the walls and dwelling
premises inside are well preserved.

Around the fortress many hidden tunnels
and hiding places are found and the view of
Paravani Lake and Javakheti Plateau is re-
markable from here. The best period to visit
the site is in late summer or autumn.
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CHIKIANI MENHIR

Near Mt. Chikiani, along the Trialeti-Ja-
vakheti road on a hill not far from the rail-
road, stands a large upright menhir - over
three meters high and up to three meters in
circumference, with fragments of obsidian
blocks scattered around it. This is a striking
specimen one of the megalithic monuments
of pre-Christian Georgia.

VAHAN TERYAN HOUSE MUSEUM
Address: 3403, Gandza Village, Ninotsminda
municipality; Phone: (+995 599) 94 78 09;
Date of establishment: 1957
Working hours: Everyday except Sunday,
09.00 - 16.00
Entrance: Free

COMBINED ROUTE (JEEP+HIKING)
Itinerary: Tbilisi - Chikiani Menhir - Poka -
Shaori Fortress — Vardzia

Difficult

Length: 350 km

Duration: 9 hrs

Min. altitude: 450 m

Max. altitude: 2700 m
K038760 @5 bogggbdogenm
35530 Jsmenb
G0germ39 b393madsdy

Jeep and hiking routes towards
Shaori Cyclopean Structure
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On the Tsalka-Ninotsminda motorway, in
Poka village, at the right side turning there
is a tourist information board. At this point,
the trail towards Shaori begins. The road
leads north-west, through Vladimirovka
village towards Aspara village, leaving Para-
vani Lake on the right. Before reaching As-
para village, the road turns to the left. The
trail towards Shaori is marked with yellow
arrows on stones. There is 1 km hiking dis-
tance from the foot of the mountain up to
the Shaori Fortress. The distance between
Poka village to the Shaori Fortress is 13,5 km.

RESTAURANTS, CAFES
Ararat V. Teryan St. 2a, Ninotsminda; +995
599 23 84 23, +995 361 22 23 84
Javakheti, Freedom St. 24, Ninotsminda,
+995 361 22 32 52, +995 599 48 45 85
Kavkasia, Freedom St. 2, Ninotsminda,
+995 598 28 83 33
Café, Freedom St. 24, Ninotsminda,
+995 361 22 32 04, +995 593 60 77 88,
+995 558 52 31 52

HOTELS, GUESTHOUSES
Ararat, V. Teryan St. 2a, Ninotsminda;
+995 599 23 84 23, +995 361 22 23 84
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Time zone: GMT +4
OFFICIAL GEORGIAN HOLIDAYS

January 1,2 - New Year’s Day

January 7 - Orthodox Christmas

January 19 - Orthodox Epiphany/Baptism
March 3 - Mother’s Day

March 8 - Women’s Day

April 9 - National Unity Day

(varies March-April) - Orthodox Easter
(varies March-April) - Orthodox Easter
Monday

May 9 - Victory against Fascism Day

May 12 - St. Andrew's Day

May 26 - Independence Day

August 28 - Mariamoba, Assumption of the
Virgin Mary

October 14 - Svetitskhovloba — Celebration of
the first Christian church in Georgia, Svetitsk-
hoveli Cathedral

November 23 — Giorgoba, Saint George’s Day

CURRENCY

The national currency “Lari” (GEL) is the
only legal form of tender in Georgia. Pay-
ments throughout Samtskhe-Javakheti are
generally in cash. Some hotels and super-
markets accept credit cards. Currency ex-
change centres operate in large towns and
Cash machines can be found near banks or
supermarkets.

BANKS/ATMS

AKHALTSIKHE

Bank of Georgia, Merab Kostava St. 25, +995
365 22 04 88; ATM - Merab Kostava St. 25;
Rustaveli St. 66

Liberty Bank (LB) - Mikheil Tadze St. 6,
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+995 365 22 04 32/22 04 67; ATM - Tamar
Mepe St. 12; Rustaveli St. 98, Tamarashvili St.
1 (Akhaltsikhe Municipality Police Depart-
ment’s building)

TaoPrivat Bank - Kostava St. 39a,

+995 365 22 15 25; ATM - same address

ASPINDZA
LB —Vardzia St. 89, +995 364 29 14 54;
ATM - Vardzia St. 31

ADIGENI
LB -Tornike Eristavi St. 24

AKHALKALAKI

Bank of Georgia - Nalbandyan St. 35;

ATM - same address

LB - Tamar Mepe St. 62, +995 36 222 30 79,
+995 362 22 21 96; ATM - same address
TaoPrivat Bank - Freedom St. 4;

ATM - same address

BORJOMI

Bank of Georgia - Rustaveli Squarel;

ATM - same address; Rustaveli St. 143

LB - Rustaveli St. 147, +995 367 22 22 48;
ATM - same address

TBC Bank - Rustaveli St. 121;

ATM - same address

TaoPrivat Bank — Rustaveli St. 115;

ATM - same address

BAKURIANI

Bank of Georgia —-Mtis St. 1;

ATM - same address

TaoPrivat Bank’s

ATM - Freedom St. 19

ProCredit Bank’s

ATM - Freedom St. 19

TBC Bank’s

ATM - David Aghmashenebeli St. 26
LB’s ATM - David Aghmashenebeli St. 26
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LB - Freedom St. 22, +995 361 222478/222354
TaoPrivat Bank - Freedom St. 19;

ATM - same address

SOUVENIRS

Popular souvenirs include handmade articles
sold in local workshops and shops. In some
villages (Muskhi - Akhaltsikhe Municipal-
ity, and Idumala - Aspindza Municipality),
villagers still make traditional hand-crafted
items such as knit woollen socks, headscarves,
carpets, woodwork articles, drawings, etc.

Souvenir shop Mosaica, Natenadze St. 15,
Akhaltsikhe.

Local markets in Vardzia and the village of
Khertvisi.

GROCERY STORES AND MARKETS
Supermarkets are often located in town cen-
ters with both local and imported goods.
Every town in Samtskhe-Javakheti has small
grocery shops with seasonally fresh fruits
and vegetables as well.

WATER

Tap water is safe in most places though many
well known mineral waters (still or carbon-
ated) are sold including Borjomi, Nabeghlavi,
Likani, and Plate. Local spring waters are
known to have curative properties as well.

TELEPHONE SERVICES

Most hotels provide international telephone
communications, mobile phone communi-
cation: GSM 900 and 1800 networks. The
main operators are Geocell (www.geocell.
ge), Magticom (www.magtigsm.com), Bee-
line (www.beeline.ge). The coverage area
includes almost the entire region. The main
telephone codes of major towns and resorts
of the Samtskhe-Javakheti region are: Adige-
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ni - 366; Aspindza — 364; Akhalkalaki - 362;
Akhaltsikhe - 365; Bakuriani — 367; Borjomi
- 367, Ninotsminda - 361.

HEALTHCARE

We recommend buying medicine in the larger
pharmacies such as Aversi, PSP, GPC, PHAR-
MADEPOT etc.

MEDICAL CARE

AKHALTSIKHE

Emergency Service, 105a Rustaveli St., tel:
1135 +995 365 22 10 09; +995 599 76 52 32
Municipal Polyclinic, Rustaveli St. 105a,
tel+995 365 22 02 79

Municipal Hospital, Rustaveli St. 105a, tel:
+995 365 22 2273

ASPINDZA

Emergency Service, #75 Vardzia St., tel: 113;
+995 364 29 18 03; +995 595 53 70 03
Outpatient and Inpatient Amalgamation,
Vardzia St. #75, +995 364 29 19 36

ADIGENI

Emergency Service, 17 Balakhashvili St. , tel:
113; +995 599 19 85 63

Municipal Hospital Unimedi Samtskhe, Bal-
akhashvili St. 17, tel: +995 366 29 12 38
Municipal Polyclinic, Balakhashvili St. 17,
Tel: +995 366 29 11 61

AKHALKALAKI

Emergency Service, 31 Aghmashenebeli St.
tel: 113, +995 3622232 12

Inpatient and Outpatient Amalgamation,
Aghmashenebeli St. 31, tel: +995 362 22 23 38

BORJOMI

Emergency Service, 2 Saakadze St.,
tel: 113; +995 367 22 21 68
Municipal Hospital, 4 Vashlovani St.,
tel: +995 367 22 20 47
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Central Polyclinic, Saakadze St. 2,
tel: +995 367 2222 10

NINOTSMINDA

Emergency Service, Freedom St. 48,

tel: 113; +995 361 22 21 55; +995 790 95 21 03
Inpatient and Outpatient Amalgamation,
Freedom St. 48, tel: +995 361 22 23 14

POLICE STATIONS IN THE
MINICIPALITIES

Akhaltsikhe Municipality Police Depart-
ment: 1 Tamarashvili St., emergency contact
phone: 122, +995 577 526 605

Aspindza Municipality Police Department:
Vardzia St. 93, emergency contact phone:
122, +995 577 526 610

Adigeni Municipality Police Department:
Eristavi St. 34, emergency contact phone:
122, +995 577 526 612

Akhalkalaki Municipality Police Depart-
ment: Aghmashenebeli St. 5, emergency
contact phone: 122, +995 577 526 613

Borjomi Municipality Police Department:
Tsminda Nino St. 7, emergency contact
phone: 122, +995 577 526 608

Ninotsminda Municipality Police Depart-
ment: Freedom St. 48, emergency contact
phone: 122, +995 577 526 614

FUEL

Akhaltsikhe: Wissol, Lukoil, Socar, Abas-
tumani Highway; Rompetrol, Tamarashvili
Street — near Akhaltsikhe Bus Station; Senta,
end of Tamarashvili St; Sanpetroleum Geor-
gia, eastern side of the bridge near Tamarash-
vili Str.

Aspindza: Vardzia St. 95

Adigeni: Sanapiro St. 1; Tsereteli St. 4
Akhalkalaki: Wissol, Aghmashenebeli St. 115 ;
Lukoil, Aghmashenebeli St. 1; Rompetrol,
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Aghmashenebeli St. 2
Borjomi: Wissol, 25 Aghmashenebeli St.
Ninotsminda: Lukoil, 48a Freedom St.

RURAL TOURISM GUESTHOUSES

A Guide provides addresses of guesthouses
run by the families of Elkana member farm-
ers and agro-tourist farms included in the
rural tourism network (www.ruraltourism.
ge), also of the hotels and guesthouses oper-
ating in municipility centers and resort areas.

PRICES, MEAL

The cost of an overnight stay in guesthouses
of Elkana member farmers varies from GEL
25 to 50. Upon booking in an agency, it is ad-
visable to check the rate with the host family
or the Elkana office. Every host family offers
breakfast, cooks a mid-day meal or makes a
“lunch-box” for a picnic, and prepares sup-
per. Meals are generally prepared from local
grown products when available.

Other rates for bed and breakfast (B&B) es-
tablishments in guesthouses/family hotels in
towns and resort areas range between GEL 50
and 80 per room. Rooms can be booked either
for breakfast only, half-board or full board.

ELKANA STANDARDS

To ensure a standard of qual-
ity in Elkanas guesthouses,
the organization ensures the
same standards as basic re-
quirements of the European Federation of
Farm and Village Tourism - EuroGite (www.
eurogites.org). Standards have been recently
introduced thus not all guesthouses have
been categorized according to quality criteria,
yet all the guesthouses presented in the Travel
Guide follow Elkana standards and comply
with general tourist service requirements.

HOW TO GET TO A

SELECTED GUESTHOUSE?

Detailed maps can be obtained or local per-
sons can point out the destinations.
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BOOKING

Reserving a room can be done directly with
the host family or through the Elkana Ru-
ral Tourism Service (www.ruraltourism.ge.
(+995 32) 2 328 321). You may also make use
of the Elkana’s online booking system.

TOURIST AGENCIES IN THE
REGION

PSITY

Services offered: Eco-, cycling, rafting, hik-
ing and cultural tours in the Samtskhe-]Ja-
vakheti region; Phone: (+995 599) 11 45 06;
WWwWW.psity.ge; welcome@psity.ge

MESKHETI TOURS

Services offered: Eco-, cultural, educational,
recreational, hiking, cycling, horseback riding
and jeep tours; Address: Giorgi Saakadze St.
20, Akhaltsikhe. Phone: +995 571 00 00 21
www.meskhetitours.ge; info@meskhetitours.ge

MESKHETI TOUR-2

Services offered: Eco-, cultural, educational,
recreational, hiking, cycling, horseback rid-
ing and jeep tours; Address: Mikheil Tama-
rashvili St. 2a, Akhaltsikhe;

Phone: +995 593 942 342;
www.meskheti-tour2.ge; info@meskheti-tour2.ge

BORJOMI-KHARAGAULI NATIONAL

PARK ADMINISTRATION
N
iy
-

Address: Meskheti St. 23, Borjomi; Phone:

AGENCY OF PROTECTED AREAS
+995 367 22 21 17; +995 577 10 18 57;

+995 577 10 18 95 welcome@borjomi-khara-
gauli-np.ge; www.borjomi-kharagauli-np.ge

ABASTUMANI TOURIST
ASSOCIATION ATA

Address: Rustaveli St. 34; Phone: +995 577 23
80 32; +995 599 36 19 78; +995 599 13 31 37
info@ata.ge
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The list of Samtskhe-Javakheti cultural sites, GPS data

Datum: WGS 84

Grid: Lat/Lon hddd°mm.mmm'

A

Abastumani Astrophysical Observatory
N 41° 45.249 E 42° 49.208

Abatkhevi Church
N 41°35.513 E 42° 52.834

Abuli Church
N 41° 24.077 E 43° 36.622

Abuli Fortress
N 41°22.372 E 43° 41.101

Agara Hall-Church “Nialiskuri”
N 41°22.197 E 43°13.720

Agara Monastic Compex
N 41° 31.393 E 43° 02.565

Agarebi St. George Church (“Kizil-Deres”)
N 41°36.037 E 43° 16.838

Akhaldaba (Tamari) Fortress
N 41° 55.415 E 43° 29.553

Akhaldaba Tower
N 41°55.940 E 43° 29.019

Akhalkalaki Fortress with a caravanserai, a
mosque and ancient ruins of habitat
N 41° 24.920 E 43° 28.829

Akhaltsikhe History Museum
N 41° 38.585 E 42° 58.603

Akhaltsikhe Rabati
N 41°38.578 E 42° 58.618

Akhasheni Hall-Church
N 41° 35.579 E 43° 12.437

Akhchia Hall-Church
N 41° 20.885 E 43° 15.297

Alandzia Hall-Church
N 41°28.101 E 43° 15.707

Alastani Hall-Church
N 41° 32.675 E 43° 24.021

Andriatsminda Big Church
N 41° 34.999 E 43° 01.915

Andriatsminda Small Church
N 41°34.903 E 43° 02.065

Apnia St. Demetre Hall-Church
N 41°21.888 E 43° 16.432

Aspara Church ruins
N 41°27.161 E 43° 46.879

Aspindza Fortress
N 41° 34.746 E 43° 15.193

Atskuri Fortress
N 41°43.691 E 43° 09.938

Azavreti Hall-Church
N 41°35.201 E 43° 27.269

Azmana Hall-Church
N 41°18.828 E 43° 17.642

B
Baiebi Rock-Cut Fortress (Kisatibi)
N 41° 34.057 E 43° 02.934

Baraleti Double-Nave Church
N 41°32.537 E 43° 30.513

Bavra Hall-Church
N 41°23.934 E 43° 30.808

Beriskhevi Cave Complex
N 41°23.026 E 43° 17.532

Bieti Church Ruins
N 41°44.603 E 43° 06.357

Burnasheti Hall-Church
N 41°35.182 E 43° 27.995



Buzmareti Church
N 41°36.233 E 42° 45.901

C

Chachkari Cave Complex and St. George’s
Church

N 41°23.118 E 43°17.125

Chikiani Menhir
N 41°29.824 E 43° 52.553

Chule Monastery - St. George Dome-Shaped
Church
N 41°42.201 E 42° 42.121

Chunchkha Hall-Church
N 41°28.188 E 43° 23.354

D
Dadeshi Hall-Church
N 41°31.686 E 43° 13.659

Dakhvanda Hall-Church
N 41°25.010 E 43° 21.296

Dankali Double-Nave Church
N 41° 22.663 E 43° 19.556

Darani - Underground shelter (kilda)
N 41° 26.346 E 43° 20.444

Dumeila of the Virgin Church
N 41°21.528 E 43° 12.939

Dzveli Dadeshi Hall-Church
N 41°31.724 E 43° 13.283

E
Enteli Stoneman (megalithic monument)
N 41°32.309 E 43° 03.389

Erkota Hall-Church
N 41°32.371 E43°13.105

G
Gandzani (Lower) Nave-Church
N 41° 21.060 E 43° 44.769

Gandzani (Upper) Nave-Curch
N 41°21.121 E 43° 44.784

Gandzani Double Arched Bridge
N 41°21.240 E 43° 44.764

Gandzani John the Baptist Hall-Church
N 41°19.499 E 43° 43.490

Gaveti Hall-Church
N 41°21.701 E 43° 08.587

Gharta Hall-Church
N 41°38.542 E 43° 20.519

Ghroma St. Th eodore’s Church
N 41°34.416 E 43° 02.338

Giorgitsminda Hall-Church
N 41° 24.067 E 43° 14.594

Gogasheni St. Archangel’s Hall-Church
N 41°22.293 E 43° 18.510

Gogasheni Th e Virgin Hall-Church
N 41° 22.367 E 43° 18.003

Gunde Hall-Church
N 41°27.302 E 43° 11.906

I
Ijareti Monastery
N 41° 39.344 E 42° 42.856

Ikhtila Hall-Church
N 41°33.180 E 43° 32.333

]
Jakismani Monastery
N 41°31.246 E 42° 49.438

Jigrasheni Hall-Church
N 41°19.103 E 43° 33.305

Jolda Rock-Cut Monastery Complex with Hall-
Church
N 41°25.320 E 43° 18.929

K

Kamza Tower
N 41°36.431 E 43° 12.398

Karavanserai (Nakalakevi)
N 41° 25.065 E 43° 19.462



Khando Half-Nave Church
N 41°29.602 E 43° 23.978

Kheoti Church
N 41° 33.156 E 43° 06.563

Khertvisi Fortress
N 41° 28.765 E 43° 17.137

Khidijvari Hall-Church
N 41° 31.876 E 43° 31.755

Khiza Church Ruins
N 41°32.653 E 43°16.771

Khizabavra Gharta Hall-Church
N 41°31.351 E 43° 17.347

Khorenia Hall-Church (Big)
N 41°20.511 E 43° 31.375

Khorenia Hall-Church (Little)
N 41°20.566 E 43° 31.163

Khospio Lower Hall-Church
N 41°22.215 E 43° 29.884

Khospio Upper Hall-Church
N 41°22.272 E 43° 30.041

Khulgumo Hall-Church
N 41° 24.666 E 43° 29.711

Khvilisha Hall-Church
N 41° 33.907 E 43° 15.723

Kilda Double-Nave Church
N 41° 26.372 E 43° 20.440

Kotelia Hall-Church (Kviriketi)
N 41°31.637 E 43° 28.970

Kotelia St. George’s Hall-Church
N 41°31.744 E 43° 28.875

Kulalisi Hall-Church
N 41°19.586 E 43° 28.920

Kumurdo Dome-Shaped Temple
N 41°23.860 E 43° 21.289

Kuntsa Triple-Nave Church
N 41°31.128 E 43° 14.411

Kvabiskhevi St. George’s Church
N 41° 46.446 E 43° 14.596

Kvarsha Hall-Church Ruins
N 41°28.417 E 43° 18.540

Kvibisi "northern" St. George’s Church
N 41°51.685 E 43° 25.924

L
Lebisi Underground Village
N 41°22.329 E 43° 11.741

M
Meghreki Church Ruins
N 41° 33.189 E 43° 34.319

Meghreki Cyclopean Fortress
N 41°33.177 E 43° 34.244

Melnisi Fortress
N 41°42.836 E 42° 50.314

Merenia Springs St. George’s Stone Icon
N 41° 32.426 E 43° 33.174

Mirashkhani Caves
N 41°20.591 E 43° 15.255

Mtsvane Monastery
N 41° 48.621 E 43° 18.603

Murjakheti Hall-Church
N 41°21.638 E 43° 28.429

Murjakheti Stela Dzikva and Laliskva
N 41°21.651 E 43° 28.321

Murjikani Hall-Church
N 41°27.144 E 43° 26.776

N
Naisa Hall-Church
N 41°28.954 E 43° 21.853

Niala (Upper) Hall-Church (Lower Church)
N 41°22.813 E 43° 09.256



Niala (Upper) Hall-Church (Upper Church)
N 41°23.043 E 43° 09.071

Nijgori St. George’s Hall-Church
N 41° 30.328 E 43° 16.024

(0}
Oboleti Hall-Church
N 41°33.045 E 43° 19.266

Okami Church Ruins
N 41°19.134 E 43° 20.317

Okhera St. George’s Church
N 41° 37.485 E 43° 02.786

Okrostsikhe (Golden Castle)
N 41°42.510 E 42° 45.746

Oldani Hall-Church Ruins
N 41°33.430 E 43° 21.968

Ormotsa St. Marine’s Church Ruins
N 41°29.862 E 43° 15.792

Ormotsa Tower
N 41°29.836 E 43° 15.805

Ortsepi Fortress
N 41° 33.072 E 43° 05.961

Oshora Hall-Church
N 41°37.202 E 43° 14.600

Ota Fortress (ruins) «Varazi Fortress»
N 41°37.256 E 43° 18.235

Otskhe Bridge
N 41° 43.650 E 42° 50.418

P
Paravani Big Hall-Church
N 41°27.128 E 43° 50.952

Paravani Small Hall-Church
N 41°27.074 E 43° 50.890

Paravani Th ree-Arched Caravanserai
N 41°27.102 E 43° 50.943

Petre Fortress
N 41° 49.465 E 43° 21.979

Pia Hall-Church
N 41°26.316 E 43° 18.080

Pia II St. Goerge’s Hall-Church
N 41°25.492 E 43° 19.044

Poka Church Ruins
N 41° 23.740 E 43° 47.495

Poka Hall-Church (St. Nino Temple)
N 41° 23.874 E 43° 47.596

Poka Megalithic Fortres-settlement complex
ruins
N 41° 23.756 E 43° 47.066

Potoleti Church
N 41°55.752 E 43° 29.277

Ptena Village St. George’s Hall-Church
N 41°27.412 E 43° 25.120

R
Red Fortress (Ota)
N 41°37.503 E 43° 21.741

Roketi Church Ruins
N 41°29.795 E 43° 13.717

Roketi Hall-Church
N 41°29.709 E 43° 13.833

S

Sadgeri St. George’s Church
N 41° 48.425 E 43° 24.845

Saghamo Big Hall-Church
N 41°18.725 E 43° 45.611

Saghamo Hall-Church Ruins
N 41° 18.665 E 43° 45.665

Saghamo Nave-Church (#1)
N 41° 18.508 E 43° 45.646

Saghamo. X century Church
N 41°18.725 E 43° 45.611
Sakuneti Church

N 41° 41.163 E 43° 07.669
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Samsari Dome-Shaped Monastery Caves
N 41°32.779 E 43° 35.450

Sapara Monastery
N 41°36.126 E 43° 01.847

Saro (mud-hut) Darbazi-type, Earthen House
N 41°30.317 E 43° 16.782

Saro Fortress
N 41°30.333 E 43° 16.742

Saro Village St. Archangels Double-Nave
Church
N 41°30.339 E 43° 16.754

Satkhe Hall-Church
N 41°17.261 E 43° 39.324

Shalosheti Hall-Church
N 41°27.445 E 43° 13.892

Shaori Cyclopean Fortress
N 41°29.108 E 43° 44.701

Shoreti Hall-Two-Storeyed Church and Bell-
Tower
N 41° 36.985 E 43° 20.069

Shorshkhoti Church
N 41° 40.581 E 42° 40.982

Shuatke Hall-Church
N 41°26.477 E 43° 09.918

Sirgva Stone Temple

N 41° 33.851 E 43° 30.633
Slesa (Moktseva) Fortress
N 41° 44.837 E 43° 12.399

St. Marine’s rock-cut Hall-Church
N 41°22.822 E43°17.822

Sulda Hall-Church
N 41°16.397 E 43° 22.166

T
Tabatskuri Red Church
N 41° 39.756 E 43° 37.506

Tadzrisi Churches Complex
N 41° 43.602 E 43° 16.333

Tamari Fortress (Abastumani)
N 41° 43.855 E 42° 50.030

Tetrobi Hall-Church
N 41° 36.770 E 43° 24.662

Timotesubani Monastery, St. Barbare’s Church
N 41° 48.661 E 43° 31.072

Tiseli Dome-Shaped Church Ruins
N 41° 42.647 E 43° 14.033

Tiseli Upper Church Ruins
N 41° 42.345 E 43° 14.397

Tmogyvi (Upper ) Triple-Nave Church
N 41°24.202 E 43°17.270

Tmogvi Town-Fortress
N 41°23.885 E 43° 19.006

Toki Hall-Church
N 41°29.211 E 43° 21.950

Toki St. George’s Hall-Church
N 41°29.523 E 43° 22.631

Toloshi St. Th eodore’s Hall-Church
N 41° 28.767 E 43° 15.469

Tontio Five-Arched Bridge
N 41°19.347 E 43° 35.044

Tontio Fortress
N 41° 19.909 E 43° 35.480

Tontio St. George’s Hall-Church
N 41° 19.416 E 43° 35.073

Tskordza Church (#1)
N 41°34.227 E 43° 03.441

Tskordza Church (#2)
N 41°34.152 E 43° 03.223

Tsunda Hall-Church
N 41° 24.468 E 43° 20.061

\%
Vale Church of the Virgin
N 41° 36.990 E 42° 51.985



Vani Church 7

N 41°26.731 E 43° 08.663 Zanavi Fortress

N 41°42.002 E 42° 42.912
Vanis Kvabebi (Vani Caves)

N41° 22.960 E 43° 18.436 Zarzma Monastery - Domed Church

N 41° 40.754 E 42° 39.237
Vardistsikhe Hall-Church Ruins

N 41° 31.089 E 43° 24.603 Zazalo Fortress

N 41°37.202 E 42° 43.914
Vardzia (Upper) Caves

N 41°22.691 E 43° 15.696

Vardzia (Upper) Double-Nave Church of the
Virgin
N 41°23.038 E 43° 15.448

Vardzia Cave Monastery
N 41°22.881 E 43°17.119

Varevani Hall-Church Ruins
N 41° 30.879 E 43° 23.546

Varneti Fortress and Hall-Church Ruins
N 41°32.783 E 43°13.218

Vladimirovka (Makharoni) Church Ruins and
Menhir
N 41° 24.833 E 43° 45.627

8gemnb daen
Abuli Range
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