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Background

RehabilitaƟ ng AccommodaƟ ons for Confl ict Aff ected Vulnerable Per-
sons and Spontaneous Returnees in Abkhazia

Region: Abkhazia (Georgia)
Durati on: 01.10.2010-31.12.2012
Budget: CHF 800’000

• Implementi ng partner: Danish Refugee Council (DRC)
• Insti tuti onal partner: Offi  ce of the State Minister of Georgia for 

Reintegrati on

The project aims at ensuring durable living conditi ons, access to social 
infrastructure faciliti es and livelihood opportuniti es for the confl ict af-
fected vulnerable residents and spontaneous returnees in Gali, Ocham-
chire, Tkvarcheli and Sukhumi Districts.

The Soviet Union’s disintegrati on and clashes in Abkhazia in 1992-93, 
resulted in the mass exodus of approx. 250’000 Georgians, leaving back 
less than half of the pre-war 525,000 populati on. 
Current esti mates place the number of spontaneous ethnic Georgian 
returnees to Gali District in Abkhazia to approx. 45,000-50,000 persons 
out of a 79,000 pre-war populati on, including persons living there on a 
seasonal basis. No returns of ethnic Georgians took place beyond the 
Gali District, where the populati on is mostly ethnic Abkhazian, equally 
exposed to lack of protecti on, caused by the confl ict and devastated eco-
nomic situati on.
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Overall, the situati on of the confl ict aff ected populati on in Abkhazia con-
ti nues to be appalling. The living conditi ons of the majority of the popu-
lati on (including spontaneous returnees) remain extremely poor due to 
dilapidated housing. Livelihood opportuniti es, both urban and rural, are 
very limited and largely based on subsistence farming. Most industries 
and farms, with few excepti ons, remain severely damaged or destroyed. 
The quality of basic social services (educati on and health care), as well as 
relevant physical infrastructure does not meet the needs of the people.

• Living conditi ons of the confl ict aff ected vulnerable families and spon-
taneous returnees will be durably improved.

• Wider community will have access to improved social infrastructure 
faciliti es rehabilitated through community mobilizati on eff orts.

• Confl ict aff ected vulnerable families and spontaneous returnees will 
enjoy improved livelihood opportuniti es through income-generati on 
grants and micro loans.

• 51 confl ict aff ected families from Gali, Ochamchire, Tkvarcheli and 
Sukhumi districts had their living conditi ons durably improved.

• 5 social infrastructure projects were implemented in the villages of 
Okumi (kindergarten), Saberio (kindergarten), Merkula (school can-
teen, school sports ground) and Pirveli Gali (culture house).

• 60 income generati on grants were distributed to highly vulnerable 
households with children facing school att endance problems and to 
community acti vists and/or employees involved in schools as service-
providers for the school aged children.
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