
 

 

 

The Committee on Missing Persons in Cyprus (CMP) 

The Committee on Missing Persons in Cyprus (CMP) is a bi-communal body established in 1981 by the leaders of the Greek 

Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot communities with the participation of the United Nations. Following the establishment of an agreed 

list of missing persons, the CMP’s objective is to recover, identify, and return to their families, the remains of 2002 persons 

(492 Turkish Cypriots and 1,510 Greek Cypriots) who went missing during the inter-communal fighting of 1963 to 1964 and the 

events of 1974. 

Group photo with the Embassy of Switzerland and the Committee on Missing Persons in Cyprus October 2023. 

The overall objective of the project is to close a painful chapter in the history of the island without further delay and contribute 

to restoring trust and fostering reconciliation between the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot communities. This important 

objective will be further encouraged and promoted through the participation of bi-communal scientific teams in all stages of  

 

 

 

https://www.cmp-cyprus.org/


 

 

the process. The expected output is for the remains of missing persons to be recovered, identified and returned to their 

families.  

 
Ambassador’s visit to the excavation sites in the norther part of Cyprus, 24 November 2023. 

 

CMP has three Members, two appointed respectively by the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot communities and a third 

Member selected by the International Committee of the Red Cross and appointed by the United Nations Secretary-General. 

Furthermore, CMP employs a bi-communal forensic team of more than 60 Cypriot archaeologists, anthropologists and 

geneticists, who conduct excavations throughout the island and anthropological and genetic analyses of remains at the CMP 

Anthropological Laboratory. 

CMP does not attempt to establish the cause of death or attribute responsibility for the death of missing persons. Its objective 

is a humanitarian one, bringing closure to thousands of affected families through the return of the remains of their missing 

relatives. 

Switzerland is contributing CHF 1 

Mio. to the CMP for the period 

2023-2026. 

 


