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Project FactSheet

Unemployment in Macedonia is particular-
ly high, especially among young people and 
women, and a large segment of the popula-
tion lives in poverty. That is why Switzerland 
is involved in developing business growth and 
improving the quality of products and services 
by helping SMEs in certain sectors of the eco-
nomy. 

In 2013, more than half of young Macedonians were 
affected by unemployment and the poverty rate re-
mained high. Despite a variety of government stra-
tegies put in place, the results to date appear to be 
limited. Almost one-third of young Macedonian gra-
duates succumb to brain drain, prompted by low sa-
laries, poor career prospects and an uncertain future. 

In line with the government’s programme, the SDC 
is aiming to revitalise the local economy by working 
on the causes that prevent jobs being created. To 
this end, it supports a project that seeks to ensure 
sustainable business growth and, indirectly, boost 
employability. 

Support for certain SectorS

The SDC focuses on specific sectors in order to es-
tablish better cooperation and coordination among 
the different stakeholders. It helps companies access 
a range of skills, technologies and know-how, and 
sets up further training courses to make sure that 
the qualifications and capabilities people have match 
the needs of the job market. The project also inclu-
des activities to improve framework conditions for 
businesses and boost demand for local products and 
services. It ensures that SMEs in the organic farming, 
tourism and ICT sectors will be able to benefit from 
better technical support and professional practices. 
The project will also focus on including women and 
young people.

organic farming and ict

In the ICT sector, the Macedonian government is 
seeking to develop opportunities for local companies 
providing online services, such as in its administrative 
bodies and healthcare service. This requires skilled 
labour, which is why the project focuses mainly on 
training workers – particularly young people – in line 
with market needs. It also helps local businesses to 
enter the economy.
In the organic farming sector, the project aims to 
strengthen this niche market through promotional 
activities and providing technical support. In the ca-
pital Skopje, there has been a recent trend in favour 
of organic products according to local consumers. 

Suzanna Dimitrievska, a farmer, threw herself into 
the organic venture. With help from the SDC project, 
she was able to find high-quality seeds to grow be-
ans and also received good advice. Now she hopes 
that she can even export to Switzerland, if the beans 
meet the standards that are required. Suzanna also 
shares her experiences and know-how with other 
local farmers.  

increaSing private-Sector growth and creating jobS for 
young people in macedonia 
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touriSm

Another project goal is to attract more visitors to 
Macedonia by capitalising on the country’s cultural 
heritage – improving the provision and delivery of 
services and fostering linkages between hotels, tou-
rist services, municipalities and agencies. These di-
verse activities are concentrated in three tourist des-
tinations – Mavrovo, Ohrid and Kruševo. Because the 
offers in these destinations depend on the season, 
local companies are supported and encouraged to 
put forward ideas for off-season services. 

The SDC’s project supplements the Macedonian go-
vernment’s strategy to increase jobs in the tourism 
sector and is expected to help the selected busines-
ses generate an additional CHF 15 million in revenue 
by April 2019. 

bike tour organised during a tourism  

develoment conference in the balkans. © Sdc

contact 

Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC)

Cooperation with Eastern Europe, Western Balkans 

Division

Freiburgstrasse 130

3003 Bern

Tel.: +41 58 462 22 12

Email: deza-oza@eda.admin.ch

www.sdc.admin.ch

further information

The SDC’s activities in Macedonia 
https://www.eda.admin.ch/deza/en/home/coun-
tries/macedonia.html

the project in brief

name

« lncreasing Market Employability »

department

SDC – Cooperation with Eastern Europe 

theme

Economy and employment, labour market development

country/region

Macedonia 

partnerS

Swisscontact

Preda Plus (sub-contractor)

background information

Economic growth in Macedonia is not enough to create 

the number of new jobs that are needed and to combat 

poverty in the country. However, certain sectors – 

organic farming, tourism and ICT sectors – have the 

potential to increase this growth and create jobs.

project objective

More people of working age, particularly young people, 

secure long-term and decent employment and earn 

better pay.

target group

Jobless people, particularly young people, are the 

target group of the project, which aims to increase their 

employability.

SMEs and different stakeholders from three sectors par-

ticipate in the development of a more favourable busi-

ness environment, including associations, governmental 

agencies, companies providing business development 

services and financial services, NGOs and trainers.

project period

November 2013 – March 2019

budget

CHF 7’500’000


