
Thanks to the research funds in Bulgaria, Lithu-
ania, Poland, Romania and Hungary, Swiss re-
search institutes and institutions in the partner 
countries can carry out joint research projects. 
The total funds for research partnerships 
amount to just under CHF 60 million. 

The new EU member states are making great ef-
forts to strengthen their potential in research and 
development. However, these countries face several 
obstacles in trying to establish a knowledge-based 
economy. There is often a lack of infrastructure and 
equipment, or the institutional structures and inter-
national networking may be in need of improvement. 

Swiss research programmes in Bulgaria, Hungary, 
Lithuania, Poland and Romania will help promote 
these countries as locations for research. They will 
also intensify relationships with Switzerland in the 
scientific arena and make research careers more at-
tractive for young academics. 

Support from Switzerland as a centre 
of research

As a research location with significant technol-
ogy exports and knowledge transfer, Switzerland 
has a lot to offer. Under the auspices of these pro-
grammes, Swiss research institutions are cooperat-
ing with foreign partners on research projects, the 
results of which help strengthen the research cen-
tres in the respective countries and their cooperation 
with Switzerland. 

In addition to developing projects together, the re-
search programmes offer scientists from the respec-
tive countries a unique opportunity to share research 
findings, to identify possible avenues for closer inter-
national cooperation and to explore investment and 
business opportunities.

Targeted promotion of various re-
search disciplines in the individual 
countries

In total Switzerland has committed some CHF 60 mil-
lion to supporting research in the five countries. The 
number of planned projects varies from country to 
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country. A total of around 120 projects will be sup-
ported, and their results will be published. The pro-
jects are assigned to various predefined categories 
agreed with the countries on the basis of criteria that 
will ensure optimum promotion as a research loca-
tion. Joint research projects will be carried out in the 
following areas:

•	 Bulgaria: Around 20 projects relating to ecologi-
cal forestry, farming and waste management, so-
cial inequalities and regional disparities, innovative 
buildings and materials, and drug development.

•	 Hungary: 6 projects relating to the environment, 
health, the disposal of special waste, energy con-
version, and academic training. The six projects are 
already underway. 

•	 Lithuania: Around 25 projects relating to climate 
science and technology, healthcare and life sci-
ences, as well as natural science.

•	 Poland: Around 40 projects relating to informa-
tion and communication technology, renewable 
energy, nanotechnology, healthcare, and the en-
vironment.

•	 Romania: Around 30 projects relating to sustain-
able energy, economic growth, social inequality, 
plus the impact of litter and waste on the environ-
ment and climate.

The project in brief

subject
Research and development

Countries
Bulgaria, Hungary, Lithuania, Poland, Romania

Partners
Swiss research institutes (universities and other research 
institutions) 

Starting point / background information
The new EU member states often lack the infrastructure 
and equipment to conduct research, or their institu-
tional structures and international networking may be 
in need of improvement.

Purpose
The research programmes funded by the Swiss enlarge-
ment contribution will enable a total of around 120 
joint research projects to be established and subse-
quent publication of their findings. This will activate the 
research potential of the chosen countries, promote 
these countries as locations for research, and make 
research careers more attractive to young academics.

Activities
•	 Financing around 120 research projects
•	 Publishing research findings
•	 Establishing and strengthening international relation-

ships in the respective research disciplines

Target groups
•	 Research community in the respective countries
•	 Swiss and foreign research institutes/groups

Costs: 
Total project budget:
CHF 69.6 million
Swiss contribution:
CHF 58.8 million
Contribution per country:
Bulgaria: CHF 4 million
Hungary: CHF 5.8 million
Lithuania: CHF 9 million
Poland: CHF 30.2 million
Romania: CHF 9.8 million

Responsibility for project implementation
Research institutes in the new member states and their 
Swiss partner institutions

Duration
2010 – 2017
Different durations in each country
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