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Editorial

Vantage points

What is culture for? Among many things,
art and creativity offer shifts in perspective.
Changes of focus. Different field depths.
Culture provides us with getaways from the
still lifes of our daily routines, but that is just
the beginning. Unexpected angles push us
to look at the world through new lenses,
and adjust our framing. This season, SWISS
CULTURE IN JAPAN introduces some
thought-provoking snapshots: the exhibition
«Humanitarian principles. Here and Now»
questions how far art can go in expressing
the concept of «humanity»; a charity concert
honors Dr. Marcel Junod, who devoted
himself to saving the people of Hiroshima
immediately after the atomic bombing,
reminding us of the importance of helping
others; and the international photography
competition «Prix Pictet» urges us to reflect
on the severity of the environmental crisis.

If you are more inclined towards online
gazing, do not miss V/A—Various artists.

This new digital magazine initiated by the

Pro Helvetia Cultural Foundation (in English,
with some German and French) presents an
innovative form of cultural journalism that
contributes to international exchanges and
artistic transdisciplinarity through texts, visual
media, soundscapes, and more. Ready for
new outlooks?

EEEFRENCOVID-19DIRNRICH LT DIcth . LI R%Z
KELTVE T, SIS BB DORFHERRICHESKSICLTLE
AN

All prefectures in Japan have implemented measures
to address the COVID-19 situation. Please inform
yourself about these specific measures and

make sure to follow the instructions of the local
authorities.
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80th Anniversary of the birth of
Daniel Schmid — «Hécate»

In commemoration of the 80th anniversary of the birth
of Daniel Schmid (1941-2006), one of Switzerland’s
acclaimed film and opera directors, a digitally remastered
version of one of his drama films, «Hécate» (1982),

is back in theatres in Japan. Based on the 1954 novel
«Hecate and Her Dogs» by Paul Morand, the film was
created together with some of the most talented figures
of that time: Renato Berta for camera, Carlo d'Alessio
for music, and Lauren Hutton and Bernard Giraudeau

as main acts. The film was selected for the 33rd Berlin
International Film Festival and is known today as one of
Schmid’s most representative works.

On screen
Several cinemas in Japan
hecate-japan2021.jp

i ]
© 1982/2004 T&C FILM AG, Zuerich © 2020 FRENETIC FILMS AG.
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Teruko Yokoi Exhibition
«Blooming in Switzerland»

Teruko Yokoi (1924-2020) was a Japanese painter who
lived and worked in Switzerland. She devoted herself to
nature and her colourful paintings of flowers and beautiful
landscapes received much acclaim. She presented her
works at more than 90 solo exhibitions as an artist but she
was also a successful commercial designer — her motifs
were widely used for book covers and gift tins of Swiss
biscuits. This exhibition looks back on her 70-year career
as a painter to commemorate the anniversary of her
death.

UNTIL OCT 31
Tamesaburo Memorial Museum, Aichi
www.furukawa-museum.or.jp
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Humanitarian Principles.
Here and Now

How can art help us understand Humanitarian Principles?
«Humanitarian Principles. Here and Now» is a contempo-
rary art exhibition produced by the Musée de I'Elysée in
Lausanne and the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign
Affairs, in conversation with the International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC) for the 70th anniversary of the
Geneva Conventions. The four humanitarian principles —
Humanity, Impartiality, Neutrality and Independence —
have been portrayed in films and photographs by re-
nowned artists hoping to inspire all of us to reflect and
engage with these important concepts. Together with
ICRC delegation in Japan and other partners — the
Japanese Red Cross Society, the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Representation in
Japan and the Institut Francais de Recherche sur le Japon
at Maison Franco-Japonaise (IFRJ-MFJ) — the Embassy
of Switzerland in Japan is bringing the exhibition to the
Ebisu area in Tokyo during the month of

October 2021.
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1916 & ASSOCIATION DES AMIS DU PETIT PALAIS, GENEVE.
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Portrait de la poétesse Alice Valligre-Merzbach)
1913 & ASSOCIATION DES AMIS DU PETIT
PALAIS, GENEVE.

Renoir et I'art moderne, collections
du Musée du Petit Palais de Geneve

The Petit Palais Museum in Geneva (closed in 1998)

is a collection of modern French paintings from the
Impressionists to the Ecole de Paris, collected by Oscar
Gaze. The masterpieces are traveling to Japan for the
first time in 30 years since 1991 and will be exhibited at
five venues in Japan. A selection of 65 paintings from
Impressionist: Pierre-Auguste Renoir to Les Nabis:
Maurice Denis, Fauvism: Maurice de Vlaminck, Cubist:
André Lhote, Ecole de Paris: Théophile-Alexandre Steinlen
and Tsuguharu Fouijita, will be exhibited.

UNTIL NOV 7
Sagawa Art Museum, Shiga
WWWw.sagawa-artmuseum.or.jp/en
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Jonathan Nott and
the Tokyo Symphony Orchestra

Lucerne-based conductor Jonathan Nott has served

as the music and artistic director of the Orchestre de

la Suisse Romande (OSR) since 2017. Moreover, the
maestro is now in his eighth season as Music Director

of the Tokyo Symphony Orchestra. For his beloved
Japanese audiences and to celebrate his last performance
of 2021 with this orchestra, he will lead the Tokyo
Symphony Orchestra in Beethoven's Ninth Symphony.

UNTIL DEC 29

Suntory Hall

and more venues in Tokyo and Kanagawa
tokyosymphony.jp
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Another Energy: Power to Continue
Challenging — 16 Women Artists from
around the World

The exhibition «Another Energy: Power to Continue
Challenging» focuses on Miriam Cahn along with 15 other
female artists in their 70s or older, from across the globe,
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who continue to embark on new challenges. Ranging in
ages from 71 to 105 with their careers spanning over 50
years, they are originally from 14 different countries, and
currently live in equally diverse locations. Nonetheless,
what these women share regardless of recognition or
evaluations by art museums and the art market, is a
determination to pursue their own distinctive creative
paths in turbulent environment and times. Showcasing
their wide array of powerful works from paintings, videos,
sculptures, to large-scale installations and performances,
about 130 works in total, this exhibition contemplates the
nature of the special strength of what one may call the
driving force — «another energy» — of these artists. Amid
the unprecedented condition of the world, perhaps the
sight of 16 artists, who all have spent their lives walking
their own paths with such immovable conviction, may
offer us just the strength to tackle the ongoing
challenges and to face the future with resilience and
determination.

UNTIL JAN 16, 2022
Mori Art Museum, Tokyo
WWwW.mori.art.museum/en

Anna Badina Solo Exhibition —
«My Asakusabashi story»

Anna Badina is a Swiss-Russian graphic designer and
illustrator, who is also now working for the Swiss
architecture and design studio atelier oi. Her first
exhibition in Japan takes place at SQUARE, the ground
floor of BASE where is located the shared office of Chie
Konno (teco) and Unemori Architects - both having a
strong connection with Switzerland. Through her passion
for Japanese culture, Badina has created a new series
of illustrations in which black ink and white paper reflect
the contrast between old part of Asakusabashi and
more recent parts of Tokyo.

OCT 22—31
BASE, Tokyo
anna-badina.ch / teco.studio/base
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Festa Luce in Wakayama Marina City
— Festival in Switzerland

Having attracted 380,000 visitors over the past four years,
the Festa Luce festival celebrates this year's Christmas
season with a special spotlight on Switzerland. Inspired
by year-end celebrations in Switzerland, the beautiful
illumination and lighting invite you to experience the joyful
mood of the Christmas season. The massive amusement
complex offers many activities and you can experience
the world of Christmas surrounded by the beautiful Swiss
illuminations.

NOV 3-FEB 14, 2022
Wakayama Marina City, Wakayama
www.festaluce.jp
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Junod Music Festival 2021

This annual charity concert is organized by the non-
profit organization MOCT (meaning "bridge" in Russian)
to commemorate the humanitarian achievements of
Swiss doctor Marcel Junod, the ICRC-delegate who
organized and provided medical support for the city of
Hiroshima after the atomic bombing. This year’'s concert
features The Bell Quatuor, a Hiroshima-based chamber
music ensemble, and the NHK Hiroshima Children's
Choir. The proceeds from the festival will be used for
medical support overseas as well as the promotion of the
animation «Junod».

NOV 6

Hiroshima Prefectural

Citizen's Culture Center, Hiroshima
moct.jp/en/music

«Sound & Art» — Reading and

Music performance of «Picture Book
of Paul Klee» by Shuntaro Tanikawa x
Kazuhisa Uchihashi

«Sound & Art» is an exhibition on the theme of ‘music
you can see, forms you can hear’, which will be held in
collaboration with the Creative Arts Executive Committee
and the Tokyo Metropolitan Board of Education. The
exhibition will feature around 40 new creative musical
instruments and sound-related artworks. A number of
connected events will take place during the exhibition
period. Among them, the collaborative performance
«Shuntaro Tanigawa x Kazuhisa Uchihashi x Baschet»

on 16 November will feature works by the Swiss painter
Paul Klee. While Klee's paintings are shown on a monitor,
Shuntaro Tanikawa (appearing online) will read the poems
he created based on the paintings and Kazuhisa Uchihashi
will improvise on baschet and other instruments.

NOV 6—21
3331 Arts Chiyoda, Tokyo
muse-creative-kyo.com/caec/soundandart
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Online lecture — «The charm and
wonder of Switzerland>»

A lecture on Swiss food culture will be given by Ms.
Megumi Merlo, coordinator of Swiss design office
Thomas Merlo & Partner. Ms. Merlo has lived in
Switzerland for more than 30 years and is well versed
in the Swiss architecture and design world. Through
everyday food culture, the event will provide a fun and
engaging way to learn about the lifestyle and «wow>»
factor of Switzerland's multilingual society.

NOV 7
Mitsukoshi Culture Salon
mitsukoshi.mistore.jp/bunka/culture
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Carla Rippey - Immolation

Daisuke Yokota - Matter / Burn Out

Prix Pictet — «Fire»

Recognized as one of the most prestigious photography
awards in the world, the international photography prize
Prix Pictet was founded in 2008 by the Swiss group
Pictet with the aim of eliciting debate and dialogue on
sustainability. Since then, the prize has operated on a
cycle of about 18 months, with a single theme each time.
The theme of this ninth edition is «Fire». The exhibition
in Tokyo will feature work by 13 shortlisted creators,
including Swiss-American artist Christian Marclay and
Japanese artists Daisuke Yokota and Rinko Kawauchi,
whose work was presented at the Arles International
Photography Festival in July 2021. The winners will be
announced at the opening of the Prix exhibition at the
Victoria and Albert Museum in the UK on 15 December.

NOV 20 — JAN 23, 2022
Tokyo Photographic Art Museum, Tokyo

topmuseum.jp

David Uzochukwu - In The Wake
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Charles Dutoit and
the New Japan Philharmonic

Born in Lausanne in 1936, conductor Charles Dutoit has
led many of the major orchestras of Europe and the
United States since his debut with the Bern Symphony
Orchestra in 1964. In Japan, too, he is known for his many
years of success with the NHK Symphony Orchestra and
other orchestras and music festivals around the country.
In this concert, Dutoit will present a colourful selection of
works by Takemitsu and Stravinsky.

NOV 27
Sumida Triphony Hall, Tokyo

NOV 29
Suntory Hall, Tokyo

WWW.Np.or.jp
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Krystian Zimerman
Piano Recital

Switzerland-based Krystian Zimerman, one of the
greatest living pianists, has toured the world and made
numerous highly acclaimed recordings since winning the
Chopin Competition in 1975. Being a regular in Japan,
Zimerman is bound to inspire the audience once again
with his interpretation of Bach, Brahms and Chopin.

NOV 30
Muza Kawasaki Symphony Hall, Kanagawa

DEC 8, 13
Suntory Hall, Tokyo
WWWw.japanarts.co.jp

© Switzerland Tourism
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Swiss Christmas Market

A popular and much valued winter activity in Switzerland
is enjoying the lights and smells of local Christmas
markets. Indeed, Switzerland offers a variety of Christmas
markets, from exciting to cosy ones, creative or traditional
ones, there is a market for everyone throughout the
festive season. This year, you can experience the unique
charm of the Swiss Christmas holiday season at our
Swiss Christmas Market in Shibuya. The venue will also
allow you to get to know various contemporary sides of
Switzerland such as its creativity and design.

DEC 5 12:00-18:30
Shibuya Cast—Garden, Tokyo
www.instagram.com/swiss_design_kiosk

Swiss Music Night 2021

This concert will feature three music groups: the Swiss
Ensemble Enzian and the Tokyo Yodel Choir, which
perform traditional Swiss music, and the AMSLE Quantett,
which gives traditional music a modern twist. The Swiss
Ensemble Enzian, with its accordion, clarinet and tuba/
alphorn players, is led by yodel singer Keiko Ito. She is
famous for haveing received the highest possible rank at
five consecutive Swiss Federal Yodel Festivals since 2005,
and will perform a variety of arrangements of folk music.

DEC 6
Kawaguchi Lilia, Saitama
www.jodel.tokyo
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Friedrich Dirrenmatt at his desk in Neuchatel, ca. 1960. Photo: Monique Jacot.

«The Physicists» by
Friedrich DUrrenmatt

2021 marks 100 years since the birth of Friedrich
Durrenmatt (1921-1990), the great Swiss writer,
playwright, thinker and painter. On this occasion, one of
Durrenmatt’'s masterpieces, « The Physicists», is brought
back to the stage in Japan. «The Physicists», written in
1961 at a time of great geostrategic tensions in the world,
received much praise including in Zurich, London and New
York between 1962 and 1963. The Manatsuza Theatre,
which has performed Durrenmatt's work four times

in the past, will bring the play back to life and situate

it in contemporary Japan without losing Durrenmatt's
signature sense of mystery, fun and cynical comedy.

JAN 8 -10, 2022
Theater X, Tokyo
manatsuza.com
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CRA Residency program
welcomes a Swiss designer

The Swiss Embassy in Tokyo and the Creative Residency
Arita (CRA) are pleased to announce the launch of an
artist-in-residence programme for Swiss designers in Arita
Town (organised by Arita Town and Saga Prefecture)
starting at the beginning of 2022. The Swiss designer
selected for the programme is given the opportunity

to stay in Arita for three months to develop their own
ceramic design projects in collaboration with local
craftsmen. For the first edition of the program, industrial
designer Carlo Clopath has been selected by the jury and
advisory board composed of BIG GAME, OKRO Gallery
and design director David Glaettli. Carlo Clopath will begin
his stay in Arita this January.

JAN -MAR, 2022
Arita Town, Saga

cri-arita.com/
www.carloclopath.com
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